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Welcome to St Thomas’ Cathedral for this service 
 

 
We are the mother church of the Diocese of Bombay in the Church of 

North India, a member of the worldwide Anglican Communion. Christian 

worship has been offered to God here for over 300 years. By worshipping 

with us today, you become part of that living tradition.  

 

The basis for our worship is the Book of Common Prayer, our common li-

turgical heritage with Anglicans across the world (all churches descended 

from the Church of England). We are rooted in tradition but celebrate the 

richness and diversity of the Communion. Music and hymnody represent 

the best of the Anglican choral tradition. 
 
 
 

 Follow the readings and the Order of Service for the Lord’s Supper  
from The Book of Common Prayer (refer page numbers). 

The hymns can be found in The English Hymnal. 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

This order of service is printed on sustainably-produced paper. Worship material has 

been drawn from the Book of Common Prayer and https://www.churchofengland.org. 

Some material in this service is copyright: Common Worship © 2000 The Archbishops’ 
Council and Common Worship.   
 

 
 
 

We kindly request that you do not take photographs,  

or video or sound recording in the cathedral at any time during services.  

You are welcome to take photographs at any other time. 

 

Please take this order of service away with you.  

Bank details to make your online offering and payment of 
subscription. 
 

Name: Society of St Thomas’ Cathedral 
Account no.: 917010054452406  Bank: Axis Bank Ltd                         
IFSC code: UTIB0000004             Branch: Fort, Mumbai - 1 
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Today we remember the baptism of Jesus in the River Jordan by John the Baptist.  

The Christmas season, which celebrates the revelation of God through Christ, 

reaches its fulfillment with today’s commemoration. At Jesus’ baptism, God de-

clares Jesus’ identity: he is a son. God also expresses what that relationship 

means to him: Jesus is a ‘beloved’ son. A single glorious acclamation links two 

moments of revelation in the Gospels: first, the baptism (as today), and, later, 

the Transfiguration.  

 

All that we ever really want from life is to be truly beloved. What a moment of 

ecstasy, then, when the letters of Paul reveal that we too have become God’s 

beloved children! Why does God bother with us? Isaiah records his answer: 

‘because I love you’.  

 

The baptism of Christ is described in all four Gospels, and marks the beginning 

of his public ministry. It is a day in which we also remember and celebrate our 

own baptism, as we renew and reaffirm our own baptismal promises.  
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The Gather ing  
 

 
 

 
Voluntary 

 

Andante Religioso - Léon Boëllmann, 1862 - 1897 
 

Kingsfold Trumpet (’I heard the voice of Jesus say’) - Alfred Fedak, b. 1953 
 
 

                                      Welcome 
 

All keep silence and prepare for worship 
 

 

Introit 
sung by the choir 

When Jesus came to Jordan 
To be baptised by John, 
He did not come for pardon, 
But as His Father's Son. 
He came to share repentance 
With all who mourn their sins, 
To speak the vital sentence 
With which good news begins  

           
Words: Revd Fred Pratt Green, 1903 - 2000           Tune: OFFERTORIUM 

Melody adapted from J. M. Haydn, 1737 - 1806 
 
 

All stand and face the West Door 
 

Opening Acclamation 
 
 

 
 

The Presbyter   As your rivers, O God, flow around us, 

All    we come to be washed by your grace. 

   Your voice calls us to the water, 

   and we immerse ourselves in your love. 

   Your Word descends upon us, 

   and you kindle in us the fire of your Spirit.  

     This day Jesus is revealed as the Christ  

    in the waters of baptism. 

    Alleluia. Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ. 
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All sing         Hymn at the Entry | # 45               
 
Hail to the Lord’s Anointed omit v.v. * 4 & 6                                Tune: CRÜGER 
 

Please be seated 

All say together                The Collect for Purity | page 260 
 
 

 
The L i turgy of  the Word  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Collect for the Day  

Read by the Presbyter 
 

Eternal Father,  
who at the baptism of Jesus  
revealed him to be your Son,  
anointing him with the Holy Spirit:  
grant to us, who are born again by water and the Spirit,  
that we may be faithful to our calling as your adopted children;  
through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord,  
who is alive and reigns with you,  
in the unity of the Holy Spirit,  
one God, now and for ever.  
Amen.  
 

Old Testament Reading  
Isaiah 42:1 - 7 

 

A reading from the Book of the Prophet Isaiah. 
 

Behold my servant, whom I uphold; mine elect, in whom my soul delighteth; 

I have put my spirit upon him: he shall bring forth judgment to the Gentiles. 
 

He shall not cry, nor lift up, nor cause his voice to be heard in the street. 
 

A bruised reed shall he not break, and the smoking flax shall he not quench: 

he shall bring forth judgment unto truth.                       Continued. Turn over. 
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He shall not fail nor be discouraged, till he have set judgment in the earth: 

and the isles shall wait for his law. 
 

Thus saith God the Lord, he that created the heavens, and stretched them 

out; he that spread forth the earth, and that which cometh out of it; he that 

giveth breath unto the people upon it, and spirit to them that walk therein: 
 

I the Lord have called thee in righteousness, and will hold thine hand, and 

will keep thee, and give thee for a covenant of the people, for a light of the 

Gentiles; 
 

To open the blind eyes, to bring out the prisoners from the prison, and 

them that sit in darkness out of the prison house. 

This is the word of the Lord. 

All Thanks be to God. 
 

Remain seated as the choir sings           Psalm 
the psalm to a chant by MacFarren                                                                       29 
 

Afferte Domino 
 

BRING unto the Lord, O ye mighty, bring young rams unto the Lord : ascribe 

unto the Lord worship and strength. 
2 Give the Lord the honour due unto his Name : worship the Lord with holy 

worship. 
3 It is the Lord that commandeth the waters : it is the glorious God that maketh 

the thunder. 
4 It is the Lord that ruleth the sea; the voice of the Lord is mighty in operation : 

the voice of the Lord is a glorious voice. 
5 The voice of the Lord breaketh the cedar-trees : yea, the Lord breaketh the 

cedars of Libanus. 
6 He maketh them also to skip like a calf : Libanus also, and Sirion, like a young 

unicorn. 
7 The voice of the Lord divideth the flames of fire; the voice of the Lord shaketh 

the wilderness: yea, the Lord shaketh the wilderness of Cades. 
8 The voice of the Lord maketh the hinds to bring forth young, and discovereth 

the thick bushes : in his temple doth every man speak of his honour.        Continued 



 

7 

      

 
 

 
 

 

 

9 The Lord sitteth above the water-flood : and the Lord remaineth a King for 
ever. 
10 The Lord shall give strength unto his people : the Lord shall give his people 

the blessing of peace. 
 

All stand  Glory be to the Father, and to the Son,  
And to the Holy Ghost; 
As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be: 
World without end. Amen. 

 

All sit 
 

New Testament Reading 
Acts 8:26 - 40  

A reading from the Acts of the Apostles. 
 
 

Now an angel of the Lord said to Philip, “Go south to the road — the  
desert road—that goes down from Jerusalem to Gaza.” So he started out,  

and on his way he met an Ethiopian eunuch, an important official in charge 
of all the treasury of the Kandake (which means “queen of the Ethiopians”).  
This man had gone to Jerusalem to worship, and on his way home was  
sitting in his chariot reading the Book of Isaiah the prophet.  The Spirit  

told Philip, “Go to that chariot and stay near it.”  
 

Then Philip ran up to the chariot and heard the man reading Isaiah the 
prophet. “Do you understand what you are reading?” Philip asked. “How 
can I,” he said, “unless someone explains it to me?” So he invited Philip to 
come up and sit with him. 
 

This is the passage of Scripture the eunuch was reading: 

  “He was led like a sheep to the slaughter, 
       and as a lamb before its shearer is silent, 
       so he did not open his mouth. 
           In his humiliation he was deprived of justice. 

       Who can speak of his descendants? 
       For his life was taken from the earth.” 

 

The eunuch asked Philip, “Tell me, please, who is the prophet talking about,  
himself or someone else?” Then Philip began with that very passage of  
Scripture and told him the good news about Jesus.  

Continued. Turn over. 
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As they travelled along the road, they came to some water and the eunuch 

said, “Look, here is water. What can stand in the way of my being bap-
tized?” And he gave orders to stop the chariot. Then both Philip and the 

eunuch went down into the water and Philip baptized him. When they came 
up out of the water, the Spirit of the Lord suddenly took Philip away, and 
the eunuch did not see him again, but went on his way rejoicing. Philip, how-
ever, appeared at Azotus and travelled about, preaching the gospel in all the 

towns until he reached Caesarea.      
 

 This is the word of the Lord. 

All Thanks be to God. 

 

All stand and join in singing.     Gradual Hymn 
 
 

        Christ, when for us you were baptized 
                        God’s Spirit on you came, 
                   As peaceful as a dove, and yet 
                        As urgent as a flame.   
 
                 2  God called you his belovèd Son, 
                       Called you his Servant too; 
                   His kingdom you were called to preach, 
                      His holy will to do.  
 
                          3 Baptize us with your Spirit, Lord, 
                      Your cross on us be signed, 
                  That likewise in God’s service we 
                      May perfect freedom find.  
 

Words: E. Tucker, 1895 - 1984                 Tune: MARTYRDOM # 367 
Smith’s ‘Sacred Music’, 1825 

Possibly an old Scottish melody 
 

Remain standing for the Gospel 
as the cantor sings the Alleluia and we respond . 

 

The Gospel Acclamation  
 

Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. 
Christ was revealed in flesh, proclaimed among the nations and believed in 
throughout the world. 
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia.  
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Gospel of Christ  
St. Matthew 3: 13 - 17 

 

 

 

 

The Gospeller     The Lord be with you  
All                      and also with you.  
 

Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to St. Matthew. 
 

All   Glory be to Thee, O Lord.  
 

 

Then Jesus came from Galilee to the Jordan to be baptized by John. But 
John tried to deter him, saying, “I need to be baptized by you, and do you 
come to me?” 
 

Jesus replied, “Let it be so now; it is proper for us to do this to fulfill all 
righteousness.” Then John consented. 
 

 As soon as Jesus was baptized, he went up out of the water. At that mo-

ment heaven was opened, and he saw the Spirit of God descending like a 
dove and alighting on him. And a voice from heaven said, “This is my 
Son, whom I love; with him I am well pleased.” 
 

At the conclusion of the reading 
 

The Gospeller     This is the Gospel of Jesus Christ.  
All                       Praise be to Thee, O Christ.  
 

Remain standing for the Creed and all recite together.  
 

The Nicene Creed | page 265 
           

All sit          Sermon 
The Revd Avinash Rangayya, Cathedral Presbyter 

 

While seated, we sing     Thanksgiving for Baptism 
 
 
 

Blessed by your Spirit, God,  
and immersed in deepest grace, 
baptized in love, in love we live. 
In us your mercy grows;  
love like a river flows; 
and so our finest gifts we give.  
 

Words: Revd Steve Garnaas-Holmes                           Tune: CRUSADER’S HYMN (ST. ELIZABETH) 
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The Presbyter pours water into the font saying,  
 

 God in Christ gives us water welling up for eternal life.  
 With joy you will draw water from the wells of salvation.  
 Lord, give us this water and we shall thirst no more.  
 

 

The Presbyter stands before the water and says  
 

 Praise God who made heaven and earth,  
 who keeps His promise for ever.  
 

 Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  
 It is right to give thanks and praise.  
 

 Father, we give you thanks and praise  
 for your gift of water in creation;  
 for your Spirit, sweeping over the waters,  
 bringing light and life;  
 for your Son Jesus Christ our Lord,  
 baptized in the river Jordan.  
 

 We bless you for your new creation,  
 brought to birth by water and the Spirit,  
 and for your grace bestowed upon us your children,  
 washing away our sins.  
 

Act of Penitence and Dedication  
 

God of truth, you are faithful to the covenant  
you have made with us;  
look in mercy on your people.  
From all our sins,  
O Lord: wash us, and we shall be clean.  
 

We have broken the pledges of our baptism,  
and failed to be your disciples.  
From all our sins, O Lord:  
O Lord: wash us, and we shall be clean.   
 

Though we are saved by Christ  
and dead to sin through the deep waters of death,  
we have not witnessed to his grace by our manner of life.  
From all our sins, O Lord:  
O Lord: wash us, and we shall be clean.   
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We have shown indifference to those in need  
and have been afraid to stand up for justice and truth 
From all our sins, O Lord:  
O Lord: wash us, and we shall be clean.   
 

We have been slow to forgive, and have failed to remember  
your repeated forgiveness of our sins.  
From all our sins, O Lord:  
O Lord: wash us, and we shall be clean.   
 

Today we rejoice and give thanks  
because your Son humbled himself to be baptized in the Jordan.  
Through the waters you have given us the mystery of baptism  
for the remission of our sins.  
From all our sins, O Lord  
O Lord: wash us, and we shall be clean.   
 

Through water and Spirit you give us new life as the people of God,  
and pour out upon us the gifts of your new covenant.  
From all our sins, O Lord:  
O Lord: wash us, and we shall be clean.   
 
 
The Presbyter says 
 

Almighty God, in our baptism you have consecrated us  

to be temples of your Holy Spirit.  

May we, whom you have counted worthy, 

nurture your indwelling Spirit with a lively faith,  

and worship you with upright lives;  

through Jesus Christ. 

Amen.  
 

 

 

 

Water is sprinkled. 
 
All STAND and say the Covenant Prayer. 
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The Covenant Prayer  

 

I am no longer my own, but yours.  

Put me to what you will,  

set me with whom you will;  

put me to doing, put me to suffering; 

let me be employed for you or laid aside for you,  

exalted for you or brought low for you;  

let me be full, let me be empty;  

let me have all things, let me have nothing; 

I freely and wholeheartedly yield all things  

to your pleasure and disposal.  

And now, glorious and blessed God, Father, Son and Holy Spirit,  

you are mine and I am yours.  

So be it.  

And the covenant now renewed on earth,  

let it be ratified in heaven.  

Amen.  

 

All sing 
 

 Come, let us use the grace divine, 

and all with one accord, 

in a perpetual covenant 

join ourselves to Christ the Lord; 

Give up ourselves, through Jesus' power, 

his name to glorify; 

and promise, in this sacred hour, 

for God to live and die. 
 

Words: H. Bonar, 1808 - 89     Tune: KINGSFOLD 
English Traditional Melody 
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The L i turgy of  the Sacrament  
 
 

All STAND                                                                      The Peace          
 

 

    The Celebrant offers a greeting of peace 
   

 

Celebrant  God has made us one in Christ. 
   He has set his seal upon us and, as a pledge of what is to 

  come, has given the Spirit to dwell in our hearts. Alleluia. 
 cf Corinthians 1. 22 

  The peace of the Lord be always with you.   
All               and also with you.    
 
 

Members of the congregation greet one another.  
Remain standing to sing the offertory hymn. 

 

At this time the altar is set with the gifts of bread and wine and the  
gifts of the people are gathered and presented. Thank you for your generosity.  
 

All join in singing                              Hymn at the Offertory | # 582 

 

Take my life, and let it be                                     Tune: NOTTINGHAM 
 
 
 
 

All say                                               Offertory  Prayer | page 270 
 

 

The  Genera l  Con fess ion  & Abso lu t ion  |  pages 275, 276 
 

The  Consecra t ion |  page 277 
 

Proper  Pre face |  page 279 
 

The  Communion |  page 284 
 

Proceed to the High Altar for receiving Communion.  
During the administration of Communion, while seated we sing.  

 

Saranam, Saranam, Saranam 
 

Refrain  Jesus, Saviour, Lord, lo, to thee I fly; 
  Saranam, Saranam, Saranam. 
  thou the Rock, my refuge that’s  higher than I: 
  Saranam, Saranam, Saranam.  
 

Continued. Turn over.  

See inside front cover for bank details to make your offering. 
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Yesterday, today, for e’er the same, 
 lo, the heritage of all who bear His name; 

 to ransom them from sin the Saviour came: 
 Saranam, Saranam, Saranam.  

 

Words: from Psalm 61                           Music: Punjabi melody, arr. Shanti Rasanayagam, 1962 
           Saranam means, ‘refuge’ 
          Translated Revd. Daniel T. Niles, 1908 - 1970 

 
 

 

Prayer  a f ter  Commun ion  
 

Silence is kept. Stand as the Presbyter says  
 

Let us pray.  

Lord of all time and eternity,  

you opened the heavens and revealed yourself as Father 

in the baptism of Jesus your beloved Son:  

by the power of your Spirit  

complete the heavenly work of our rebirth  

through the waters of the new creation;  

through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.  
 

All then say  Almighty God, we thank you for feeding us  

  with the body and blood of your Son Jesus Christ.  

  Through him we offer you our souls and bodies  

  to be a living sacrifice.  

  Send us out in the power of your Spirit  

  to live and work to your praise and glory. Amen. 
 

 

All sing                             Glor ia  i n  Exce l s i s  |  page 288 

1. In the midst of foes I cry to thee, 
from the ends of earth wherever I                       
                                                may be; 
 my strength in helplessness,  
                          O answer me: 
 Saranam, Saranam, Saranam.  

2. In thy tent give me a dwelling place, 
  and beneath thy wings may I find                   
                                sheltering grace; 
 O lift on me the sunshine of thy face: 
 Saranam, Saranam, Saranam.  
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The Presbyter                                              The  B less ing  
 

May Christ the Son of God be manifest to you,  
that your lives may be a light to the world;  
† And the blessing of God almighty,  
the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit,  
be among you and remain with you always.  
All sing  Amen. 
 

Hymn at the Closing  
 

 

Baptized in your grace with Jesus, loving God, we sing your praise. 
Echoing your own delight, with joy and thanks our song we raise. 
Your beloved children, birthed anew and rising from your womb, 
God, we bear your love through all our living, and beyond the tomb.  
 
2 God you heal, forgive and nourish, and revive us breath by breath; 
  you restore our broken trust and save us from our fear of death. 
  Like a dry and withered plant revived by water at its root, 
  we are saved by streams of grace, for flourishing and bearing fruit. 
 
3 Bathed in grace, immersed in blessing, joined with your Beloved Son, 
  how can we not love each other?— for your Spirit makes us One. 
  Carried on a stream of mercy, springs beneath and rain above, 
  may we flow with peace and in your Spirit flood the world with love. 
 

Words: Revd Steve Garnaas-Holmes                                                          Tune: ODE TO JOY 
Ludwig van Beethoven, 1770 - 1827   

 
Dismissal  

From the West Door the Presbyter says 
 

We have seen His glory, the glory revealed to all the nations.  
Go in peace to love and serve the Lord. 

All In the name of Christ. Amen. 
 
 

Postlude 
 

Trumpet tune on ‘Joyful, joyful’ - David Lasky, b. 1957 

   

Please stay back after the service for a time of fellowship over a cup of coffee.  
Introduce yourself to the Presbyter if you are worshipping with us for the first time.  
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Birthdays this week 
“You make known to me the path of life; you will fill me with joy in your presence,  

                              with eternal pleasures at your right hand.”               Psalm 16:11 
Mrs. Manju John (13), Mrs. Rekha Ghose (15), Mr. Dilip Ramani (17),  

Ms. Farah Khan (18) 
 

Wedding anniversaries this week 
"And this is my prayer: that your love may abound more and more in knowledge  

                                           and depth of insight."                            Philippians 1:9-11 
Mr. T. Ravichandran & Mrs. Latha Ravichandran (12),   

Mr. Daniel Phillips & Mrs. Lina Phillips (15)  
  

Pray  wi th  us  
  

 

† THE WORLD       Pray for the residents of the Los Angeles area, USA as 
they battle wildfires. For the authorities as they work at restoring normalcy.  
† OUR COUNTRY     Pray for the safety and security of our armed forces.  
† THE WORLDWIDE CHURCH      The hermit, Anthony of Egypt (356 AD) is 
commemorated on 17th January ●  In the Anglican Communion - The Church of the 
Province of West Africa and the Most Revd Dr. Cyril Kobina Ben-Smith 
† THE CHURCH IN INDIA         The 17th century missionary, Robert de Nobili is 
commemorated on 16th January. He was one of the first Europeans to gain a deep 
understanding of Sanskrit and Tamil ●  Nilakantha Pillai (Martyr, 1752) is remem-
bered tomorrow. He served in the court of the erstshile Kingdom of Travancore 
and is believed to have been martyred for his faith ● For the Diocese of Bombay 
and the Right Reverend Manoj Charan ●  The Diocese of Central Karnataka.  
† THE DIOCESE OF BOMBAY      The Church of St. John the Evangelist as they 
celebrate the 167th anniversary of the consecration of the church. For the Revd 
K. I. Dyvasirvadham and the congregation. A service of Holy Communion will be 
held this evening at 6 pm. Bishop Manoj Charan will preside. All are invited.  
† OUR CATHEDRAL   All senior citizens and those who are unwell. Pray for all 
care providers ●  For the Cathedral Trustees ●  Pray for the restoration work 
which is underway and for the workers.  

 

ST. THOMAS’ CATHEDRAL  
3 Veer Nariman Road, Fort, Mumbai – 400 001  

Presbyter-In-Charge: The Revd. Avinash T. Rangayya  
Telephone: (Vestry) 2283 9783, (R) 2207 1275, 98207 50090  

Contact the Presbyter for pastoral visits and administering Communion to the house-bound.  
 

FOR PRIVATE CIRCULATION ONLY. PLEASE SHARE THIS SERVICE BOOKLET WITH A FRIEND.   
Website http://stthomascathedralmumbai.com  
Subscribe to the Cathedral’s YouTube channel 

The flowers in the Sanctuary this morning are given  
to the glory of God in memory of Mr. Paul Truman. 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sanskrit
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Tamil_language

