S t . Thomas’
C AT H E D R A L
Mumbai • Estd 1718
The Church of North India
A member of the worldwide Anglican Communion

The Nativity of our Lord Jesus Christ
CHRISTMAS DAY FESTIVAL HOLY EUCHARIST

May the hope, peace, love and joy
of the Christ Child
be yours now and always.
Wishing you and your loved ones
a blessed Christmas and a happy New Year.

Saturday 25th December 2021 • 9 am
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Welcome

A R EF L EC T IO N F O R C H RIS TM AS

Services in the coming week

How Things Seem is not How They Are

Sunday 26th December
7 am (said) ● 8.45 am

Stephen, Deacon, First Martyr

Friday 31st December
11 pm

Watchnight Service

A warm welcome to this Eucharist service on Christmas Day at St Thomas’s Cathedral.
Have you ever asked yourself why so few people noticed Jesus’ birth?
Why, when the moment of salvation and hope, which had been so long expected,
finally arrived, did it pass so many people by?
The answer I think is simple – because everything looked the same: the
Roman oppressors were still in power; there was no prosperity and harmony for
God’s people and the wolves were not, as Isaiah had promised, lying down with
lambs. God’s people were waiting for a dramatic and life changing intervention from
God. Although few agreed on exactly what the Messiah would be like, they did
agree that when the Messiah came everyone would know. The moment would be
unmissable.
When Jesus did come it was far from the spectacular event everyone expected. Admittedly the appearance of ‘a multitude of the heavenly host’ singing
would have lent a certain pizzazz to the occasion but the only people to see them
were the shepherds in the fields keeping watch over their flocks. As far as we
know, no one else saw them. The most spectacular event at this otherwise quiet
and unremarkable birth was observed by a handful of people in the fields outside of
a small, insignificant village.
The angels’ song, however, points out that, barely noticed though this birth
may have been, it was the moment for which God’s people had waited for so long.
It is worth holding on to this truth through the seemingly never-ending
dark times of the pandemic we are in. In happier, less stressful times, it is easy to
imagine that we know that the world changed for the better with Jesus’ birth because of the joy we feel or the justice we see around us.
But it is worth remembering that at the time of Jesus for most
people nothing seemed to have changed. The world appeared as dark and as hopeless as it always had. At the heart of the Christmas story lies the truth that it might
have looked that way to most people but as the angels revealed to the shepherds
or as the star revealed to the magi, how things seemed was not how they were.
Hope had stirred. Love had been born. Immanuel – God with us – was in
the midst of them. The world had changed forever, even if they couldn’t see it. This
year let us hold fast to this with every fibre of our being – how things seem is not
how they are. There is hope and love in abundance and God still is with us through
it all, whether it feels that way or not.
May God grant you Christ’s joy this Christmas, and Christ’s hope in the
coming year.

Eucharist (choral)
Eucharist (choral)

Saturday 1st January 2022
9 am

The Naming of Jesus
Thanksgiving for a New Year
Eucharist (said) with hymns

Sunday 2nd January
7 am (said) ● 8.45 am

The Second Sunday after Christmas
Eucharist (choral)

Thursday 6th January
6.30 pm

The Epiphany of our Lord
Evening Prayer

Sunday 9th January
7 am (said) ● 8.45 am

The Baptism of Jesus
and Covenant Sunday observed
Eucharist (choral)

May you be filled with the wonder of Mary,
the obedience of Joseph,
the joy of the angels,
the eagerness of the shepherds,
the determination of the magi,
and the peace of the Christ child.
Almighty God, Father, Son and Holy Spirit bless you
now and forever.
Amen.
ST . TH OM A S’ C A TH E D R AL
3 Veer Nariman Road, Fort, Mumbai – 400 001
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Telephone: (Vestry) 2283 9783, (R) 2207 1275, 98207 50090
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The Dismissal

T h e G a t h e ri n g

From the West Door, the Presbyter says:

Let us go forth in the name of the Child of Bethlehem, Jesus the Christ.
All Thanks be to God.

Voluntary
Three versets on ‘Away in a manger’

Mark Blatchly (b. 1960)

‘Go tell it on the mountain’ – Gigue

A.D. Miller (b. 1972)

Pastoral Symphony from ’Messiah’

Postlude
Postlude on the ‘Hark the herald angels sing’

G. F. Handel (1685 - 1759)

All keep silence and prepare for worship

Introit

David Willcocks

Sung by the cantors

Sing we now of Christmas, noel sing we here!
Hear the wondrous story of that midnight clear.
Sing we noel, the King is born, Noel!
This order of service is printed on sustainably-produced paper. Worship material has been
drawn from the Book of Common Prayer; and https://www.churchofengland.org.
Some of this material is copyright: © Archbishops’ Council, 2000 © Archbishops’ Council,
2006
A reflection for Christmas is from reflections by Dr Paula Gooder (Chancellor of St Paul’s
Cathedral, London and a leading Biblical scholar.)
Hymns are taken from Hymns Ancient & Modern New Standard

For your safety please respect others and give one another space.

Angels called to shepherds, “Leave your flocks at rest.
Journey forth to Bethlehem, find the Child so blest.”
From the eastern country came the kings afar,
bearing gifts to Bethlehem, guided by a star.
In Bethlehem they found Him,
Joseph and Mary mild,
seated by the manger, watching the holy Child.
French carol, arr. Joyce Eilers (1941 - 2009)

▼

Please use face covering at all times during the service.
▼

Please use hand sanitiser on the way in and out.

Acclamation

▼

Please take this service bulletin away with you and dispose it yourself.
Presbyter
All

The glory of the Lord has been revealed:
And all people shall see it together.

Bank details to make your online offering and payment of subscription.
Name: Society of St Thomas’ Cathedral
Account no.: 917010054452406
Bank: Axis Bank Ltd
Branch: Fort, Mumbai - 400 001
IFSC code: UTIB0000004
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All STAND and join in singing the carol

3

Carol at the Procession
O come, all ye faithful,
Joyful and triumphant,
O come ye, O come ye to Bethlehem;
Come and behold Him born, the King of angels:
O come, let us adore Him,
O come, let us adore Him,
O come, let us adore Him, Christ the Lord.
2 God of God,
Light of Light,
Lo, He abhors not the Virgin’s womb;
Very God,
Begotten not created:
3 Sing, choirs of angels,
Sing in exultation,
Sing, all ye citizens of heaven above:
“Glory to God
in the highest.”
4 Yea, Lord, we greet thee,
Born this happy morning;
Jesu, to thee be glory given;
Word of the Father,
Now in flesh appearing:
Words: Latin, translated F. Oakley (1802 - 80)
Tune: ADESTE FIDELES, by F. J. Wade (c. 1711 - 86)
Descant & Organ arrangement: David Willcocks (1919 - 2015)

All join in singing

Carol at the Closing
HARK! the herald angels sing
Glory to the new born King;
Peace on earth, and mercy mild,
God and sinners reconciled:
Joyful all ye nations rise,
Join the triumph of the skies,
With the angelic host proclaim,
'Christ is born in Bethlehem.'
Hark! the herald angels sing
Glory to the new-born King.
2 Christ, by highest Heav'n adored,
Christ, the Everlasting Lord,
Late in time behold Him come
Offspring of a Virgin's womb.
Veiled in flesh the God-head see,
Hail the incarnate Deity!
Pleased as Man with man to dwell,
Jesus, our Emmanuel.
3 Hail the heaven-born Prince of Peace!
Hail the Sun of Righteousness!
Light and life to all He brings,
Risen with healing in His wings.
Mild He lays His glory by,
Born that man no more may die,
Born to raise the sons of earth,
Born to give them second birth.
Words: Charles Wesley (1707- 88) & G. Whitefield,(1714 - 70)
Music: Mendelssohn-Bartholdy (1809 - 1847)
Organ arrangement: David Willcocks

Please be SEATED
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All then say

✠ The Service begins on page 350 of the Book of Common Prayer ✠

Almighty God,
we thank you for feeding us
with the body and blood of your Son Jesus Christ.
Through him we offer you our souls and bodies
to be a living sacrifice.
Send us out
in the power of your Spirit
to live and work
to your praise and glory. Amen.

All STAND and sing

Gloria in Excelsis
Page 371
Please be SEATED

T h e L i t u r g y o f t h e Wo rd
The Collect for Christmas Day
Read by the Presbyter

The Blessing

Page 406

The Presbyter

May Christ, who by his Incarnation gathered into one things earthly and
heavenly, fill you with his joy and peace; and the blessing of God Almighty, † the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit, be among you and remain with you always.

Old Testament Reading
A reading from the Book of the prophet Isaiah
Page 407
At the conclusion of the reading the reader says

All sing

This is the word of the Lord.
All Thanks be to God.

Psalm
Psalm 98

Sung by the cantors

All sing the response

Sing to the Lord a new song,
For He has done marvellous things:
With His own right hand with His holy arm,
He has brought deliverance.
The Lord has made known His righteous love,
In the sight of all mankind,
And His faithfulness and truth
Toward the house of Israel.
12
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Turn over

During the distribution of the Communion, the choir sings

All the ends of the earth have seen,
The salvation of our God:
Let all the world be glad in Him,
Sing, rejoice and give Him thanks.

O Holy Night - Adolphe Adam (1803 - 1856)
While seated, we join sing

Let music sound upon the harp,
Let psalms be offered to His praise:
With trumpets and with songs of joy
Shout the praise of God our King.

Away in a manger, no crib for a bed,
The little Lord Jesus laid down his sweet head.
The stars in the sky looked down where he lay,
The little Lord Jesus asleep in the hay.

Response (all) All the ends of the earth have seen:
the salvation of our God.

2 The cattle are lowing, the baby awakes,
but little Lord Jesus no crying He makes.
I love Thee, Lord Jesus! Look down from the sky,
and stay by my side until morning is nigh.

Epistle

3 Be near me, Lord Jesus; I ask Thee to stay
close by me for ever, and love me, I pray.
Bless all the dear children in Thy tender care,
and fit us for heaven, to live with Thee there.

A reading from the letter of Paul to the Hebrews
Page 407
At the conclusion of the reading the reader says

This is the word of the Lord.
All Thanks be to God.

Words: Anonymous
Music: W.J. Kirkpatrick (1838 - 1921)
(arr. David Willcocks)

All STAND and join in singing the gradual hymn

Post Communion Prayer

Gradual Hymn

All say

Christians, awake! salute the happy morn,
whereon the Saviour of the world was born;
rise to adore the mystery of love,
which hosts of angels chanted from above:
with them the joyful tidings first begun
of God incarnate and the Virgin's Son.
2 Then to the watchful shepherds it was told,
who heard the angelic herald's voice: "Behold,
I bring good tidings of a Saviour's birth
to you and all the nations on the earth:
this day hath God fulfilled his promised word,
this day is born a Saviour, Christ the Lord."
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STAND

as the Presbyter says

Let us pray.
God our Father, whose Word has come among us
in the Holy Child of Bethlehem:
may the light of faith illumine our hearts
and shine in our words and deeds;
through him who is Christ the Lord. Amen.
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All join in singing

3 O may we keep and ponder in our mind
God's wondrous love in saving lost mankind;
trace we the babe, who hath retrieved our loss,
from his poor manger to his bitter cross;
tread in his steps, assisted by his grace,
till man’s first heavenly state again takes place.

Spiritual at the Offertory
At this time an offering will be received for the ministries of the Cathedral.
Thank you for your generosity. All join in singing the hymn.

Go tell it on the mountain,
over the hills, and ev'rywhere;
go tell it on the mountain,
that Jesus Christ is born!

Words: J. Byrom (1692 - 1763)
Tune: YORKSHIRE, by J. Wainwright (1723 - 68)

Remain standing for the Gospel

While shepherds kept their watching
o’er silent flocks by night,
behold, throughout the heavens
there shone a holy light.

The Gospel of Christ
All

2 The shepherds feared and trembled
when lo! above the earth
rang out the angel chorus
that hailed our Savioru’s birth.

All
The Gospeller
All

3 Down in a lowly manger
the humble Christ was born,
and God sent us salvation
that blessed Christmas morn.
Afro-American spiritual, 19th cent.; adapt. John Work (1872 - 1925)
arr. Horace Boyer (b. 1935)

Prayer
All say the prayer on page 357

The Preparation for Communion
Page 361

All Glory be to Thee, O Lord.

At the conclusion of the reading

This is the Gospel of Jesus Christ.
Praise be to Thee, O Christ.

Remain standing for the Creed, all reciting together

The Consecration

The Nicene Creed

Page 363

Page 354

The Communion
Page 368
10

The Lord be with you
and also with you.

Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to St John
chapter 1 beginning at verse 1.
Page 408

The Gospeller
All

All sit

Alleluia.
The Word became flesh and dwelt among us,
and we have seen his glory.
Alleluia

All sit
7

Sermon

Leader

Christ, before whom the wise men knelt,
give humility and wisdom to all who govern.
Guide all world leaders during these times of uncertainty.
Jesus, Saviour,

All

hear our prayer.

Leader

Christ, whose radiance filled a lowly manger,
give the glory of your resurrection to all who rest in you.
Jesus, Saviour,

All

hear our prayer.

Leader

Christ, whose birth brought hope to a weay world, give
endurance and hope to a world weary of the pandemic.
Heal and restore humanity in your image. Jesus. Saviour,

All

hear our prayer.
Jesus, Saviour, child of Mary,
you know us and love us,
you share our lives
and hear our prayer.
Glory to you for ever. Amen.

The Revd Avinash Rangayya,
Cathedral Presbyter

Anthem
Sung by the cantors

Ding dong! Merrily on high in heaven the bells are ringng.
Ding dong! Verrily the sky is riv’n with angel singing.
Gloria, Hosanna in exelsis!
He is born, the divine Christ Child,
play the oboe and bagpipes merrily!
He is born, the divine Christ Child,
sing we all of the infant mild.
Through long ages of the past
prophets have foretold His coming!
Through long ages of the past,
now the time has come at last!
Traditional French carols, arr. by Anna Laura Page (b. 1943)

Welcome and Announcements
The Prayers of the People
Leader

Let us pray to Jesus our Saviour.
Christ, born in a stable,
give courage to all who are homeless.
Jesus, Saviour,

The Liturgy of the Sacrament
The Peace

All

hear our prayer.

Leader

Christ, for whom the angels sang,
give the song of the kingdom to all who weep.
Jesus, Saviour,

All

hear our prayer.

Leader

Christ, worshipped by the shepherds,
give peace on earth to all who are oppressed.
Jesus, Saviour,

All

All STAND

hear our prayer.
8

The Celebrant offers a greeting of peace

Unto us a child is born, unto us a son is given, and his name shall be
called the Prince of Peace.
The peace of the Lord be always with you
and also with you.
Let us offer one another a sign of peace.
While remaining in your place, share the sign of peace with a namaste with your neighbour
9

