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Sunday 28 March 2021 • 8.45 am 
Welcome 

S t Thomas’   
C A T H E D R A L   

 

Mumbai • Estd 1718 
The Church of North India  

 

A member of the worldwide Anglican Communion  

Hosanna in the Highest!  
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A Pastoral Note 
 

 

As we continue to live through these unprecedented times we give thanks 

to God for new ways in which the Church has been able to reach out to the 

faithful: constant in prayer, in self-giving love and acts of service, continuing 

to praying for one another and to be bound together in love even whilst we 

must maintain physical distance.  

 

In this most holy week of our Christian year, let us (whether in person or 

virtually) walk together the Way of the Cross which is the Way of Life. 

With restrictions still in place to ensure the health and well-being of all, 

Holy Week undoubtedly might feel a bit different.  

 

There is nothing different, however, about the Story of the Cross.  

 

In the Cross of Christ I glory, 

Towering o’er the wrecks of time; 

All the light of sacred story 

Gathers round its head sublime. 

 

With the words of J. Bowring’s hymn echoing in our hearts, we invite you 

to join together with the cathedral community in our services which will be 

live streamed.  

 

May God’s love meet all of you to empower and strengthen and sustain you; 

and to bless you this Holy Week and always. 
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Prayer for the Week 

Lord Jesus Christ, 

you humbled yourself in taking the form of a servant, 

and in obedience died on the cross for our salvation: 

give us the mind to follow you 

and to proclaim you as Lord and King, 

to the glory of God the Father. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Please take this order of service away with you to reflect  

on the readings and prayers and a reminder of your visit. 

ST. THOMAS’ CATHEDRAL  
3 Veer Nariman Road, Fort, Mumbai – 400 001  

Presbyter-In-Charge: The Revd. Avinash T. Rangayya  
Telephone: (Vestry) 2283 9783, (R) 2207 1275, 98207 50090  

Contact the Presbyter for pastoral visits and administering Communion to the house-bound.  

For your safety 
 

Please keep social distance at all times 
and give one another space as you exit through doorways. 

Ƹ 
Please stay in your seat as much as possible 

Ƹ 
Please use face covering at all times during the service 

Ƹ 
Please use hand sanitiser on the way in and out 

Ƹ 
Please take this order of service away with you 

and dispose of it yourself. 
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Praye r  Request s   
Your prayers are requested for: 
 

† all places experiencing a second wave of the pandemic; especially for our  

  City and the State of Maharashtra — for the health infrastructure. 

† the bereaved families of those who tragically died in the hospital fire in Bhandup. 

† all senior citizens in our congregation and those who are house-bound. 

† all church services during Holy Week especially during these challenging times. 

† in the Diocese, for Bethany Church, Mira Road and the Revd Prabhu Duraiswamy.  

† the Church of North India’s Diocese of Agra and the Rt Revd Dr Prakash Habil. 

† the Church of South India’s Diocese of East Kerala and the Rt Revd V.S. Francis. 

† in the Anglican Communion, for the Church in Hong Kong and the Most Revd     

  Andrew Chan. 

 

 
Announcemen t s  

 

¶ All members to please pay their annual subscription before March 31,   

2021 in case you have not done so already.  
 
 
¶ Holy Week services 2021                                   These are subject to change. 

 

 

Palm Sunday                                                       Sunday 28 March at 8.45 a.m. 

Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday in Holy Week            Evening Prayer at 6p.m. 

Maundy Thursday                                                            Thursday 1 April at 6 p.m. 

Good Friday                                                                  Friday 2 April at 9a.m. 

Easter Vigil                                                      Holy Saturday 3 April at 7p.m. 

 

The Sunday of the Resurrection                                                       Sunday 4 April  

Easter Day                                                                      at 7 a.m. and 9 a.m.                                                                                                                                                                        

 

 

¶ We are grateful to the State Government  for permitting us to worship in 

church during Holy Week. Let us at all times exercise due precaution for our 

health and well-being and those worshipping with us. 

 

¶ If you would like to contribute towards the floral decorations for Easter Day 

please contact the Presbyter.  
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The Li turgy of  the Pa lms  
 

 
 

Voluntary 
Prelude in D minor                           Felix Mendelssohn, Op. 37 No. 3 (1809 - 1847) 

 

 

 

All keep silence and prepare for worship  

 

 

 

Introit 
Sung by the Cantors 

 
 

 

My song is love unknown,  

    my Saviour’s love to me, 

Love to the loveless shown,  

    that they might lovely be 

     O who am I, 

         that for my sake 

         my Lord should take 

     frail flesh and die? 

 

 

Sometimes they strew His way,  

      and His sweet praises sing; 

resounding all the day,  

     hosannas to their King. 

          Then “Crucify!” 

            is all their breath 

            and for His death  

         they thirst and cry. 

 
Words by Samuel Crossman (1624 - 83) 

Tune: LOVE UNKNOWN by John Ireland (1879 - 1962) 
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The Greeting and Introduction  
 

                                                          

Presbyter  Blessed is the King who comes in the name of the Lord. 

All           Peace in heaven and glory in the highest.  

 

Let us pray 

 

Assist us mercifully with your help, O Lord God of our salvation,  

that we may enter with joy upon the contemplation of those mighty acts, 

whereby you have given us life and immortality;  

through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Amen. 
 

 

Dear brothers and sisters in Christ,  

as we approach the end of our Lenten pilgrimage  

and begin to walk with Christ the way of the cross,  

we do so in changed times and unfamiliar ways. 

 So today, in union with the Church throughout the world,  

we begin the solemn walk to the Cross.  

We remember Christ entering his own city  

to complete his work as our Saviour:  

to suffer, to die and to rise again.  

Let us travel with him in faith and love,  

trusting that, united to him in suffering,  

we and the whole world will come at last  

to share in his resurrection. 
 

 
All keep silence  

 

 

All stand and face the West Door 
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Postlude 
 

 
 

‘Valet will ich dir geben’                                    J.S. Bach, BWV 735 (1685 - 1750) 

(Farewell, I gladly bid thee)                                             
 

 

 

 

 

 

Birthdays this Week 

May God bless you abundantly.  

 

Ria George (28), Natanya George (31),  

Sarah Cleventine (1 April), Ashwini Millns (1), Mervyn Pengal (1), 

Laila Furtado (3) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
This order of service is printed on sustainably-produced paper. Worship material has been 

drawn from the Book of Common Prayer; Morning and Evening Prayer of the Church of 

North India and https://www.churchofengland.org/prayer-and-worship/.  

The image on the front cover ‘The Triumphant Entry of Jesus Christ’ is by the artist Hanna-

Cheriyan Varghese (1938 - 2009). The wood cut image on page 23 is by Eric Gill (1882 - 

1940). Material has also been drawn from the order of services of Christ Church Cathedral,  

Oxford; Washington National Cathedral and Grace Cathedral, San Francisco.  

Hymns are taken from the English Hymnal (1933 edition) and Hymns Ancient and Modern New 

Standard Edition.  
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Hymn at the Closing 
Sung by the Cantors 

 

 
 

 

 

O sacred head, sore wounded, 

      Defiled and put to scorn; 

O kingly head, surrounded 

      With mocking crown of thorn: 

What sorrow mars Thy grandeur? 

      Can death Thy bloom deflower? 

O countenance whose splendour 

      The hosts of heaven adore. 
 

 

Thy beauty, long desirèd, 

     Hath vanished from our sight; 

Thy power is all expirèd, 

     And quenched the light of light. 

Ah me! for whom thou diest, 

    Hide not so far Thy grace: 

Show me, O Love most highest, 

     The brightness of thy face. 

 

 

In thy most bitter passion 

     My heart to share doth cry, 

With Thee for my salvation 

     Upon the Cross to die. 

Ah, keep my heart thus movèd 

     To stand Thy Cross beneath, 

To mourn thee, well-belovèd, 

    Yet thank thee for thy death. 
 

 

 

Words:  P. Gerhardt (1607 – 76)                                                       Tune:  PASSION CHORALE,  

by HL Hassler (1564 -1612) 
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The Gospel of the Triumphal Entry 

 

 

Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew. 

 

When they had come near Jerusalem and had reached Bethphage, at the 

Mount of Olives, Jesus sent two disciples, saying to them, ‘Go into the  

village ahead of you, and immediately you will find a donkey tied, and a colt 

with her; untie them and bring them to me. If anyone says anything to you, 

just say this, “The Lord needs them.” And he will send them immediately.’ 

This took place to fulfil what had been spoken through the prophet, saying, 

‘Tell the daughter of Zion, Look, your king is coming to you, humble, and 

mounted on a donkey, and on a colt, the foal of a donkey.’ The disciples 

went and did as Jesus had directed them; they brought the donkey and the 

colt, and put their cloaks on them, and he sat on them. A very large crowd 

spread their cloaks on the road, and others cut branches from the trees and 

spread them on the road. The crowds that went ahead of him and that  

followed were shouting,  

 

Congregation ôHosanna to the Son of David!  

                    Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord!  

                    Hosanna in the highest heaven!õ  
 

When he entered Jerusalem, the whole city was in turmoil, asking, ‘Who is 

this?’ The crowds were saying, ‘This is the prophet Jesus from Nazareth in 

Galilee.’                                                                           Matthew 21: 1-11 
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Hymn at the Entry                                                                      
 Sung  by the Cantors 

  

 

Ride on! ride on in majesty! 

    Hark, all the tribes hosanna cry; 

Thine humble beast pursues his road 

   With palms and scattered garments strowed. 
  

Ride on!  ride on in majesty! 

    In lowly pomp ride on to die: 

O Christ, thy triumphs now begin 

    o'er captive death and conquered sin.  
 

Ride on!  ride on in majesty! 

    The wingèd squadrons of the sky 

Look down with sad and wondering eyes 

    to see the approaching sacrifice. 
 

Ride on!  ride on in majesty! 

    Thy last and fiercest strife is nigh; 

The Father, on his sapphire throne, 

    Expects his own anointed Son. 

Ride on!  ride on in majesty! 

    In lowly pomp ride on to die; 

Bow thy meek head to mortal pain, 

    Then take, O God, thy power,  and reign. 
 

Words: H. H. Milman (1791 -1868)                                                   Tune: WINCHESTER NEW,  

adapted from chorale in the ‘Musikalisches Hand-Buch,’ 
Hamburg, 1690 

 

 

 
All sit 
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Almighty Father, merciful Lord, 

accept the prayers we offer 

and the silent cry of our hearts 

and draw near to us 

as we walk the way of your suffering One, 

our Saviour, Jesus Christ. 

Amen. 

 
The Cantors sing 
 

Here might I stay and sing: 

     no story so divine; 

never was love, dear King, 

     never was grief like Thine! 

         This is my Friend,  

             in whose sweet praise 

             I all my days  

         could gladly spend. 
 

Words by Samuel Crossman (1624 - 83)                                               Tune: LOVE UNKNOWN  

by John Ireland (1879 - 1962) 

 

 
 
The Dismissa l  

 

 
The Blessing 

The Presbyter 
 
 

May the Father, 

who so loved the world that he gave His only Son, 

bring you and all the world to his everlasting joys. 

May Christ, who accepted suffering for our sake, 

keep you steadfast as you travel the way he has trod. 

May the Holy Spirit, who strengthens all God’s people, 

sustain and strengthen you for all that lies ahead. 

And the blessing of God almighty, 

the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit, 

rest upon you and remain with you always. 

Amen. 
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Veronica gently wiped the face of Jesus in his pain. 

Be with those who care for friends and stranger 

and protect those who look after the sick. 

Lord, hear us. Lord, graciously hear us. 
 

Your Son Jesus Christ gave his cross to be carried by Simon,  

and his face to be wiped by Veronica.  

Give us grace to receive the care of others  

with thankfulness and love.  Lord, hear us. Lord, graciously hear us. 
 

The thief, who was crucified with Jesus, 

was promised a place in your kingdom. 

Give pardon and hope, healing and peace 

to all who pass through darkness and the shadow of death. 

Lord, hear us. Lord, graciously hear us. 
 

From the cross, Jesus entrusted Mary his mother 

and John his disciple to each other’s care. 

Have mercy on all families and households; 

on those whose loved ones are far away; 

on mothers and children, husbands and wives, 

partners and siblings 

who cannot draw near to one another. 

Lord, hear us. Lord, graciously hear us. 
 

The centurion was astonished 

to recognize your glory in the crucified Messiah. 

Teach us to recognize the light of your love 

shining even in the darkness of pain. 

Lord, hear us. Lord, graciously hear us. 
 

Joseph of Arimathea came to take your Son’s body away. 

Keep in your tender care all who are bereaved, 

and hold the broken in gentleness. 

Lord, hear us. Lord, graciously hear us. 

 

Simon and Joseph, Mary and John, 

became part of the life of your church in Jerusalem. 

Guard and guide your people to bring your love to neighbours and friends 

and live in the knowledge of your sustaining help. 

Lord, hear us. Lord, graciously hear us. 
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The Blessing of Crosses 
 

 

Presbyter                  The Lord be with you. 

All                           And also with you.  

Presbyter                  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

All                           It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 

 

May these branches be for us the signs of his victory; and grant that we who 

bear them in is his name may glorify him as our King and ever follow him in 

the way that leads to eternal life. 

 

 Bless, we beseech Thee, O Lord, these branches and crosses of palm;  

and grant that, as Thy people do on this day outwardly venerate Thee,  

they may inwardly love Thee with such devotion that their love may be 

shown through Jesus Christ our Lord, who with Thee and the Holy Spirit 

liveth and reigneth for ever. Amen.  
 

 
As the palm crosses are distributed, the cantors sing 

 

Sing hosanna in the highest! 

Sing to the Lord hosanna! 

Blessed is He, the King adored; 

Lift your voice, O praise the Lord! 

Joyfully sing, He enters here; join the songs resounding clear! 

All the people call Him King, hear the news we gladly bring! 

Shout hosannas to His name; loud hosannas we proclaim! 
 

Based on the Jewish hymn ôHiney mah tovõ  

by Patrick Liebergen (b. 1949) 

 

 

All stand for the Processional Hymn.  

In the current circumstances only the clergy and cantors will take part in the procession. 
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Processional Hymn 
 

All glory, laud, and honour  

    To Thee, Redeemer, King!  

To Whom the lips of children 

    Made sweet Hosannas ring. 

  

Thou art the King of Israel,  

     Thou David's Royal Son,  

Who in the LORD'S name comest, 

     The King and Blessèd One.  

All glory, laud, and honouré 

  
The company of Angels  

     Is praising Thee on high,  

And mortal men, and all things  

     Created make reply.  

All glory, laud, and honouré                  

  
The people of the Hebrews  

     With palms before Thee went; 

Our praise and prayers and anthems  

     Before Thee we present.  

All glory, laud, and honouré 

 

To Thee before Thy Passion 

    They sang their hymns of praise; 

To Thee now high exalted  

    Our melody we raise.  

All glory, laud, and honouré 

  

Thou didst accept their praises;  

     Accept the praise we bring,  

Who in all good delightest,  

     Thou good and gracious King. 

All glory, laud, and honouré  
 

Words: Theodulf of Orleans (c. 850-821),                               Tune:  VALET WILL ICH DIR GEBEN 

              tr. JM Neale (1818-1866)                                                                by St Theodulf              

 
 

All sit 
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Sermon 

The Revd Avinash Rangayya 
 

 

 

Greeting of Peace                                                                      
 

  Once we were far off, 

  but now in union with Christ Jesus we have been brought near              

  through the shedding of Christ’s blood, 

  for he is our peace.                                           Ephesians 2.13,14 

 The peace of the Lord be always with you 

  and also with you. 
 

  Let us offer one another a sign of peace.  
 

 

While remaining in your place, turn to your neighbour  
and share the sign of peace with a Namaste. 
 

 

Please kneel as able or sit 

 
 
Prayers o f  the People  
 

 

The  Intercess ions  

 
Let us pray to the Father, who loved the world so much that he sent his 

only Son to give us life. 
 

As we stand at the foot of the cross, 

we call to mind the ways  

we have fallen short of God’s loving purpose. 

Father, have mercy upon us,  

cleanse and forgive us,  

and set us free to live your risen life.  

Lord, hear us. Lord, graciously hear us. 

 

Simon from Cyrene 

was forced to carry the cross for your Son. 

Give us grace to help to carry 

the burdens of our friends and neighbours 

and to walk with those who approach death. 

Lord, hear us. Lord, graciously hear us.                             Continued overleaf 
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The Nicene Creed 
Sung 

 

I BELIEVE in one God the Father Almighty,  

maker of heaven and earth,  

and of all things visible and invisible:  

 And in one Lord Jesus Christ,  

            the only-begotten Son of God,  

            begotten of His Father before all worlds,  

God of God, light of light, very God of very God,  

begotten, not made, being of one substance with the Father, 

through whom all things were made:  

Who for us men, and for our salvation came down from heaven, 

and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the Virgin Mary,  

and was made man,  

and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate.  

 He suffered and was buried,  

 and the third day He rose again according to the  

                                                                           Scriptures,  

 and ascended into heaven,  

 and sitteth on the right hand of the Father.  

And He shall come again with glory  

 to judge both the quick and the dead:   

Whose Kingdom shall have no end.  

And I believe in the Holy Spirit,  

 the Lord, the giver of life,  

 who proceedeth from the Father and the Son,  

 who with the Father and the Son  

 together is worshipped and glorified,  

 who spake by the Prophets.  

And I believe One Holy Catholic and Apostolic Church.  

I acknowledge one baptism for the remission of sins.  

And I look for the Resurrection of the dead,  

 and the Life of the world to come.  

Amen.  
 

All sit 
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In times of hope, in times of trouble,  

in times of sorrow, in times of praise,  

as our Saviour taught us, so we pray:  
 

OUR FATHER, who art in heaven,  

hallowed be Thy name; Thy Kingdom come;  

Thy will be done; in earth as it is in heaven.  

Give us this day our daily bread.  

And forgive us our trespasses,  

as we forgive them that trespass against us,  

and lead us not into temptation;  

but deliver us from evil:  

for Thine is the Kingdom,  

the power, and the glory,  

for ever and ever.  

Amen.  
 

 
 

The Presbyter introduces a period of silent prayer with the words 
 

Let us pray for a closer union with Christ in his suffering and in his glory.  
 

L i turgy of  the Word  
 
 

 

The Collect for Palm Sunday 
The Presbyter 

Almighty and everlasting God, 

who in your tender love towards the human race 

sent your Son our Saviour Jesus Christ 

to take upon him our flesh 

and to suffer death upon the cross: 

grant that we may follow the example of his patience  

         and humility, 

and also be made partakers of his resurrection; 

through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, 

who is alive and reigns with you, 

in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 

one God, now and for ever. 

Amen. 
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Old Testament Reading 
 

 

A reading from the Book of Zechariah Chapter 9 
 

Rejoice greatly, O daughter of Zion; shout, O daughter of Jerusalem:  

behold, thy King cometh unto thee: he is just, and having salvation; lowly, 

and riding upon an ass, and upon a colt the foal of an ass. And I will cut off 

the chariot from Ephraim, and the horse from Jerusalem, and the battle bow 

shall be cut off: and he shall speak peace unto the heathen: and his dominion 

shall be from sea even to sea, and from the river even to the ends of the 

earth.  As for thee also, by the blood of thy covenant I have sent forth thy 

prisoners out of the pit wherein is no water. Turn you to the strong hold, 

ye prisoners of hope: even to day do I declare that I will render double unto 

thee.  
This is the word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 
 

 

Psalm 
Psalm 67                                                                          Sung by the Cantors 

to a chant by Edward Bairstow  
 

1. GOD be merciful unto us, and bless us: and shew us the light of his  

            countenance, and be merciful unto us: 

2.    That thy way may be known upon earth: thy saving health among all  

          nations. 

3. Let the people praise thee, O God: yea, let all the people praise thee. 

4. O let the nations rejoice and be glad: for thou shalt judge the folk 

         righteously, and govern the nations upon earth. 

5. Let the people praise thee, O God: let all the people praise thee. 

6. Then shall the earth bring forth her increase: and God, even our own  

         God, shall give us his blessing. 

7. God shall bless us: and all the ends of the world shall fear him. 
 

All stand 
 

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost, 

as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without end. 

Amen. 
 

All sit 
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The people remain standing and reflect quietly on the Passion Narrative 

 

 

Remain standing for the Creed. Continued overleaf.  

Jesus Father, into your hands I commend my spirit. 

Narrator Having said this, he breathed his last. When the centurion saw 

what had taken place, he praised God and said, 

Centurion  Certainly this man was innocent. 

Narrator And when all the crowds who had gathered there for this 

spectacle saw what had taken place, they returned home,  

beating their breasts. But all his acquaintances, including the 

women who had followed him from Galilee, stood at a  

distance, watching these things. 
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All stand 

Narrator Two others also, who were criminals, were led away to be put 

to death with him. 

Narrator When they came to the place that is called The Skull, they 

crucified Jesus there with the criminals, one on 

his right and one on his left. Then Jesus said, 

Jesus Father, forgive them; for they do not know what they are  

doing. 

Narrator And they cast lots to divide his clothing. And the people 

stood by, watching; but the leaders scoffed at him, saying, 

Leaders He saved others; let him save himself if he is the Messiah of 

God, his chosen one! 

Narrator The soldiers also mocked him, coming up and offering him 

sour wine, and saying, 

Soldiers  If you are the King of the Jews, save yourself ! 

Narrator There was also an inscription over him, “This is the King of 

the Jews.” One of the criminals who were hanged there kept 

deriding him and saying, 

Criminal Are you not the Messiah? Save yourself and us! 

Narrator But the other rebuked him, saying, 

Criminal Do you not fear God, since you are under the same sentence 

of condemnation? And we indeed have been condemned 

justly, for we are getting what we deserve for our deeds, but 

this man has done nothing wrong. 

Narrator Then he said,  

Criminal Jesus, remember me when you come into your kingdom. 

Narrator He replied  

Jesus Truly I tell you, today you will be with me in Paradise. 

Narrator It was now about noon, and darkness came over the whole 

land until three in the afternoon, while the sun’s light failed; 

and the curtain of the temple was torn in two. Then Jesus, 

crying with a loud voice, said, 
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Epistle 
A reading from the letter of Paul to the Philippians Chapter 2 
 

In your relationships with one another, have the same mindset as Christ 

Jesus: Who, being in very nature God, did not consider equality with 

God something to be used to his own advantage; rather, he made himself 

nothing by taking the very nature of a servant, being made in human like-

ness. And being found in appearance as a man, he humbled himself by  

becoming obedient to death — even death on a cross! Therefore God  

exalted him to the highest place and gave him the name that is above every 

name,  that at the name of Jesus every knee should bow,  in heaven and on 

earth and under the earth,  and every tongue acknowledge that Jesus Christ 

is Lord,  to the glory of God the Father. 
 

This is the word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 
 

 

Gradual Hymn 
While seated, follow the words sung  by the Cantors 

 
 
 

Now my soul, thy voice upraising, 

     Tell in sweet and mournful strain 

How the crucified, enduring 

     Grief and wounds, and dying pain, 

Freely of his love was offered, 

    Sinless was for sinners slain.  
 

 
 
 
 

Jesu, may those precious fountains 

    Drink to thirsting souls afford; 

Let them be our cup and healing, 

    And at length our great reward: 

So a ransomed world shall ever 

   Praise thee, its redeeming Lord.  
 
       

Words: Claude de Santeüil, 1626 -84                                     Tune: ST THOMAS,  melody from                   

            Tr. J. Chandler and Sir HW Baker                  S. Weber’s ‘Motet or Antiphons,’ 1792  

        and An Essay on the Church Plain Chant, 1782 
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The people are seated 

 

The Passion of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Luke 

 
The people are invited to join in at the bold parts marked òCrowd.ó 

Narrator  The assembly of elders rose as a body and brought Jesus  

before Pilate. They began to accuse him, saying, 

Elders  We found this man perverting our nation, forbidding us to pay 

taxes to the emperor, and saying that he himself is the Messiah, 

a king. 

Narrator  Then Pilate asked him,  

Pilate  Are you the king of the Jews? 

Narrator  He answered, 

Jesus You say so.  

Narrator  Then Pilate said to the chief priests and the crowds, 

Pilate  I find no basis for an accusation against this man. 

Narrator  But they were insistent and said, 

Elders  He stirs up the people by teaching throughout all Judea, from 

Galilee where he began even to this place. 

Narrator  When Pilate heard this, he asked whether the man was a  

Galilean. And when he learned that he was under Herod’s  

jurisdiction, he sent him off to Herod, who was himself in  

Jerusalem at that time. When Herod saw Jesus, he was very 

glad, for he had been wanting to see him for a long time,  

because he had heard about him and was hoping to see him 

perform some sign. He questioned him at some length, but 

Jesus gave him no answer. The chief priests and the scribes 

stood by, vehemently accusing him. Even Herod with his  

soldiers treated him with contempt and mocked him; then he 

put an elegant robe on him, and sent him back to Pilate. That 

same day Herod and Pilate became friends with each other; 

before this they had been enemies. Pilate then called together 

the chief priests, the leaders, and the people, and said to them, 
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 Pilate  You brought me this man as one who was perverting the people; 

and here I have examined him in your presence and have not 

found this man guilty of any of your charges against him. Neither 

has Herod, for he sent him back to us. Indeed, he has done  

nothing to deserve death. I will therefore have him flogged and 

release him. 

Narrator  Then they all shouted out together, 

Crowd  

(All) 

Away with this fellow! Release Barabbas for us! 

Narrator  This was a man who had been put in prison for an insurrection 

that had taken place in the city, and for murder.) Pilate, wanting 

to release Jesus, addressed them again; but they kept shouting, 

Crowd  

(All) 

Crucify, crucify him! 

Narrator A third time he said to them, 

Pilate  Why, what evil has he done? I have found in him no ground for 

the sentence of death; I will therefore have him flogged and then 

release him. 

Narrator But they kept urgently demanding with loud shouts that he 

should be crucified; and their voices prevailed. So Pilate gave his 

verdict that their demand should be granted. He released the 

man they asked for, the one who had been put in prison for in-

surrection and murder, and he handed Jesus over as they wished. 

As they led him away, they seized a man, Simon of Cyrene, who 

was coming from the country, and they laid the cross on him, and 

made him carry it behind Jesus. A great number of the people 

followed him, and among them were women who were beating 

their breasts and wailing for him. But Jesus turned to them 

and said, 

Jesus Daughters of Jerusalem, do not weep for me, but weep for your-

selves and for your children. For the days are surely coming when 

they will say, ‘Blessed are the barren, and the wombs that never 

bore, and the breasts that never nursed.’ Then they will begin to 

say to the mountains, ‘Fall on us’; and to the hills, ‘Cover us.’ For if 

they do this when the wood is green, what will happen when it is 

dry? 
Turn over 


