O come let us adore him
Christ the Lord

A celebration of

T HE N ATIVITY of our L ORD J ESUS C HRIST
C hris tm as D ay
FRIDAY DECEMBER

25, 2020 at 9 A . M .

St Tho ma s’ Ca the dr al
In the Dio cese and City o f M umbai
(A member of the worldwide Anglican Communion)
May the joy and peace of Christmas be with you
all through the New Year.
We extend a warm welcome to you as you worship with us.
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A Christmas Message
If only Christmas could be as “perfect” as a Christmas card!
Christmas, this year seems far from perfect − Worshippers find their
celebrations of Jesus’ incarnation quarantined, their travel and family gatherings
curtailed. St Thomas’ Cathedral on Christmas Eve (probably, for the first time in
over 300 years) did not have the Midnight Eucharist. “Silent Night” will have more to
do with global angst than heavenly peace. Carols and sermons will occur online,
alongside all the Christmas shopping. Far from “picture perfect”!
The hopes and fears of 2020 are met in Jesus this Christmas. God in the flesh
was born to us with every limit the Incarnation imposes. Could Jesus have contracted
a virus? As he was fully human, we presume so. But as he was fully God, we likewise
presume any virus only would have had power over Jesus if granted from above
(John 19:11). Moreover, we presume Jesus could have repelled a virus as he cast
aside Satan, though he characteristically eschewed using divine power for personal
benefit (Matthew. 26:53; Mark 15:30; Luke 4:23).
The pall of gloom continues to hang over and around us. A vaccine holds
promise. And we cling on to that hope. The challenges seem to grow as we continue to
stare.
Amidst all the gloom that engulfs us, the star of Bethlehem guides us to the
manger. The hope and goodwill that the birth of the Christ Child heralds is for all
humanity in every circumstance in which we might find ourselves in.
Let us fill this cathedral church with our prayers for all frontline workers:
doctors, nurses, the City’s Municipal Corporation, the police, NGOs and the many
silent workers who were the hands of God in our City. We have been given the opportunity to stand in solidarity with our brothers and sisters to share the good news.
In the seeming “imperfectness” of our Christmas celebrations this year, may
the birth of the Christ Child renew in us feelings of comfort & joy.
May you experience the hope, peace, joy and love of the Christ Child this
Christmastide and always. Happy Christmas!
THE REVD AVINASH T. RANGAYYA

The Presbyter in-charge

Hark, hark, the wise eternal word,
like a weak infant cries!
In form of servant is the Lord,
and God in cradle lies.
The Revd Thomas Pestel
(1584 - 1659)
Christmas 2020
Mumbai
The front cover photograph shows the Christ candle in the Advent wreath, with a view of the nave.
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Christmas music before the service
While seated, listen to the organ play and the cantors sing Christmas music.
Vom Himmel hoch, da komm’ ich her
(From heaven above I come)
Pieces from the following Noël
selection will be played
Prelude at Christmastide
before the service.
‘Go tell it on the mountain’ ─ Gigue

J.S. Bach, BWV 606 (1685 - 1750)

Organ prelude

Louis - Claude Daquin (1694 - 1772)
C. V. Stanford, Op. 182, No. 1 (1852 - 1924)
A. D. Miller (b. 1972)

Prelude on “O Little town of Bethlehem”
Hymn

Gordon Phillips (1908 - 91)

ONCE in royal David’s city
stood a lowly cattle shed,
where a mother laid her baby
in a manger for His bed:
Mary was that mother mild,
Jesus Christ her little Child.
And through all His wondrous childhood
He would honour and obey,
love and watch the lowly maiden,
in whose gentle arms He lay:
Christian children all must be
mild, obedient, good as He.

Words: Mrs. C. F. Alexander (1818 - 1895)
Music: Henry John Gauntlet (1805 - 1876)

Carol

Good Christian men, rejoice
with heart and soul and voice;
give ye heed to what we say:
Jesus Christ is born today.
Ox and ass before him bow,
and he is in the manger now.
Christ is born today!
Christ is born today!
Medieval Latin hymn, translated by Revd John Mason Neale
German melody, 14th cent.

Carol

Calypso carol

Ding dong! merrily on high,
in heav'n the bells are ringing:
Ding dong! verily the sky
is riv'n with angel singing.
Gloria, Hosanna in excelsis!
See him lying on a bed of straw:
draughty stable with an open door;
Mary cradling the babe she bore
the prince of glory is his name.
O now carry me to Bethlehem
to see the Lord appear again:
just as poor as was the stable then,
the prince of glory when he came.

Spiritual

French carol, 16th cent.

Michael Perry (1942 - 1996)

Long time ago in Bethlehem
So the Holy Bible say
Mary's Boy Child, Jesus Christ
Was born on Christmas day.
Hark, now hear the angels sing
A new King born today
And man will live for evermore
Because of Christmas day.
Trumpets sound and angels sing
Listen to what they say,
That man will live for evermore
Because of Christmas Day.
Jester Hairston (1901 – 2000)
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Carol

Away in a manger, no crib for a bed
The little Lord Jesus laid down His sweet head:
The stars in the bright sky looked down where He lay,
The little Lord Jesus asleep on the hay.
Be near me, Lord Jesus; I ask Thee to stay
Close by me forever, and love me, I pray.
Bless all the dear children in Thy tender care,
And fit us for heaven, to live with Thee there.

Words: Anonymous 19th cent.
Music: W. J. Kirkpatrick (1838 - 1921)
Arr. David Willcocks

Song (duet)
Carol

‘All on a silent night’
(incorporating the carol, ‘Silent night’)
Joy to the world, the Lord has come
Let earth receive her King
Let every heart prepare Him room
And heaven and nature sing.

Becki Slagel Mayo (b. 1956)

He rules the world with truth and grace,
And makes the nations prove
The glories of His righteousness,
And wonders of His love.
Words: Isaac Watts (1674 - 1748)
Music: George F. Handel (1685 - 1757)
arr. Lowell Mason

What can I give Him,
Poor as I am?
If I were a shepherd
I would bring a lamb,
If I were a Wise Man
I would do my part,—
Yet what I can I give Him,
Give my heart.
Christina Rossetti (1830

- 1894)

As per Government and Diocesan guidelines, you are requested to strictly adhere to the following:

Please cooperate with the Security as they carry out the mandatory checks before you enter.

Make use of sanitizers kept at the entrance.

Wearing of face covering is mandatory at all times.

Maintain the distance as indicated by the positioning of the chairs.

Please do not leave this service bulletin behind. Carry it home with you.

Leave as soon as the service is over. Restrict gathering outside after the service.
Presently administration of Holy Communion is not allowed. Until further instructions from the Bishop, the
service will be that of Ministry of the Word. Familiarise yourself with the Diocesan advisory.
Despite all these limiting restrictions, let us worship God with a joyful heart in spirit and in truth.
Welcome once again to St Thomas’ Cathedral, a place of Christian worship for over 300 years.
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A Service of Morning Prayer to celebrate

THE NATIVITY OF OUR LORD JESUS CHRIST
D E C E M BE R 25, 2020

• 9 A. M.

\

| The Preparation & Gathering |
“O come all ye faithful”

Carol at the Procession
¶ All stand and listen to the cantors sing.

2. God

of God,
Light of light,
Lo, He abhors not the Virgin’s womb;
Very God,
Begotten, not created.

Refrain

O come, let us adore Him,
O come, let us adore Him,
O come, let us adore Him, Christ the Lord.

3. Child,

for us sinners
4. Sing, choirs of angels,
Poor and in the manger,
Sing in exultation,
Fain we embrace thee, with awe and love;
Sing, all ye citizens of heaven above:
Who would not love thee,
“Glory to God
Loving us so dearly?
Refrain
in the highest.” Refrain
5. Yea, Lord, we greet Thee,
Born this happy morning,
Jesu, to Thee be glory given;
Word of the Father,
Now in flesh appearing:
Refrain
Words: Latin 18th century, tr. T. Oakeley (1802 - 80)
Tune: ADESTE FIDELES J. F. Wade (c. 1711 - 86)
Descant: David Willcocks (1919 - 2015)
5

The Greeting
In the name of the Father,
and of the Son
and of the Holy Spirit
All

Amen.

Grace, mercy and peace
from God our Father
and the Lord Jesus Christ
be with you
All

and also with you.

¶ Please be seated.
The Presbyter welcomes the congregation and then says

The sun of righteousness has dawned with healing
in his wings.
Let us come to the light of Christ, confessing our sins
in penitence and faith.
Lord, you were born for our salvation: Lord, have mercy.
All

Lord, have mercy.

Christ, you came as Saviour to bring wholeness
and peace:
Christ, have mercy.
All

Christ, have mercy

Lord, you come to bring light into the darkness of
our lives:
Lord, have mercy.
All

Lord, have mercy.
May God who loved the world so much
that he sent his Son to be our Saviour
forgive you your sins
and make you holy to serve him in the world,
through Jesus Christ our Lord.

All

Amen.

The choir sings

O most wonderful!
O most merciful!
Christ, our Saviour, is born on earth!
Sinners forgiven,
Sorrow forgotten:
Greet, O greet we now his glorious birth.
‘The Sicilian Mariners’ Hymn (Traditional Italian)
arr. Johannes Falk (1768 - 1826)
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Lighting of the Christ Candle
The Advent wreath originally emerged as a devotional tool used in the home but eventually migrated into the
church. It is a visual symbol that marks the progression of time in Advent. On Christmas the Christ Candle is lit
— representing the life of Christ that has come into the world.
The Bishop

Rejoice, people of God.
The Light has come into the world.
Sacred Mystery, we now light the candle of your nativity.

The Christ candle is lit by the Bishop.
People

Blessed Jesus, our Life and Light,
thank you for coming this day to us.
Fill us with joy at your coming,
and make us instruments of your love.
Help us to love those you loved, the least, the last, and the lost.
Amen.

| T h e M i n i s t r y o f t h e Wo r d |
The Collect for Christmas Day
The Collect is the prayer appointed for each Sunday & Festival that “collects” or captures the theme of the day
or season of the Church year. It summarizes the attributes of God as revealed in the scriptures for the day.

ALMIGHTY God, who hast given us thy only-begotten Son to take our nature upon him, and as
at this time to be born of a pure Virgin: Grant that we being regenerate, and made thy children
by adoption and grace, may daily be renewed by thy Holy Spirit; through the same our Lord Jesus
Christ, who liveth and reigneth with thee and the same Spirit, ever one God, world without end.
All reply Amen.
The Lesson
Isaiah 9. 2
This reading is typically from the Old Testament (Hebrew Scriptures) which Jesus knew and from which he
often referred or quoted.

THE people that walked in darkness have seen a great light: they that dwell in the land of the
shadow of death, upon them hath the light shined. Thou hast multiplied the nation, Thou hast
increased their joy: they joy before Thee according to the joy in harvest, and as men rejoice
when they divide the spoil. For thou hast broken the yoke of his burden, and the staff of his
shoulder, the rod of his oppressor as in the day of Midian. For all the armour of the armed man
in the tumult and the garments rolled in blood, shall even be for burning, for fuel of fire. For unto
us a child is born, unto us a son is given: and the government shall be upon His shoulder: and His
name shall be called Wonderful, Counsellor, The mighty God, The everlasting Father, The Prince
of Peace. Of the increase of His government and peace there shall be no end, upon the throne of
David, and upon His kingdom, to order it, and to establish it with judgement and with justice
from hence- forth even for ever. The zeal of the Lord of hosts will perform this.
Reader

Response

This is the word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
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Psalm 98

Intoned by the cantors
The psalms are prayers that Jesus used and cover every mood of humanity’s relationship with God and one
another.
Response All the ends of the earth have seen:

The salvation of our God.
1. Sing to the Lord a new song,
3. All the ends of the earth have seen,
For He has done marvellous things:
The salvation of our God:
With His own right hand with His holy arm,
Let all the world be glad in Him,
He has brought deliverance.
Sing, rejoice and give Him thanks.
2. The

Lord has made known His righteous love, 4. Let music sound upon the harp,
In the sight of all mankind,
Let psalms be offered to His praise:
And His faithfulness and truth
With trumpets and with songs of joy
Toward the house of Israel.
Shout the praise of God our King.
Response

All the ends of the earth have seen:
The salvation of our God.

The Epistle
Hebrews 1. 1 - 12

This reading, taken from the New Testament, is typically from a letter (epistle) to the early Church, the Acts of
the Apostles, or the Revelation to John.

GOD, who at sundry times and in divers manners spake in time past unto the fathers by the
prophets, hath in these last days spoken unto us by his Son, whom he hath appointed heir of all
things, by whom also he made the worlds; who being the brightness of his glory, and the express
image of his person, and upholding all things by the word of his power, when he had by himself
purged our sins, sat down on the right hand of the Majesty on high; being made so much better
than the angels, as he hath by inheritance obtained a more excellent name than they. For unto
which of the angels said he at any time,
Thou art my Son,
this day have I begotten thee?
And again,
I will be to him a Father,
and he shall be to me a Son?
And again, when he bringeth in the first-begotten into the world, he saith,
And let all the angels of God worship him.
And of the angels he saith,
Who maketh his angels spirits,
and his ministers a flame of fire.
But unto the Son he saith,
Thy throne, O God, is for ever and ever;
a sceptre of righteousness is the sceptre of thy kingdom:
Thou hast loved righteousness, and hated iniquity;
therefore God, even thy God, hath anointed thee
with the oil of gladness above thy fellows.
And,
Thou, Lord, in the beginning hast laid the foundation of the earth;
and the heavens are the works of thine hands:
they shall perish, but thou remainest;
and they all shall wax old as doth a garment;
and as a vesture shalt thou fold them up,
and they shall be changed;
but thou art the same,
and thy years shall not fail.
Reader This is the word of the Lord.
Response Thanks be to God.
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The Gradual
While seated listen to the cantors sing.

“Christians awake! salute the happy morn”
1.

Christians, awake, salute the happy morn,
whereon the Saviour of the world was born;
rise to adore the mystery of love,
which hosts of angels chanted from above;
with them the joyful tidings first begun
of God incarnate and the Virgin's Son.

2.

O, may we keep and ponder in our mind
God's wondrous love in saving lost mankind;
trace we the babe, who hath retrieved our
loss,
from his poor manger to his bitter cross;
tread in his steps, assisted by his grace,
till man’s first heavenly state again takes place.
Words: J. Byrom (1692 - 1763)
Music: J. Wainwright (1723 - 68)

Gospel acclamation
Intoned by the Cantors

Alleluia! Alleluia!
The Word became flesh and lived among us,
and we have seen his glory, the glory as of a father’s only son,
full of grace and truth
The Gospel of Christ
St John 1. 1 - 14
The Gospel readings are taken from one of the four gospels (Matthew, Mark, Luke, and John), which depict
the life, teachings, death, resurrection, and ascension of our Lord Jesus Christ. We stand for the Gospel reading
to show the particular importance placed on Jesus’ words and actions.
¶ When the Gospel is announced, we say Glory be to Thee, O Lord.

IN the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. The
same was in the beginning with God. All things were made by him; and without him was not any
thing made that was made. In him was life, and the life was the light of men. And the light shineth
in darkness, and the darkness comprehended it not. There was a man sent from God, whose
name was John. The same came for a witness, to bear witness of the light, that all men through
him might believe. He was not that light, but was sent to bear witness of that light. That was the
true light, which lighteth every man that cometh into the world. He was in the world, and the
world was made by him, and the world knew him not. He came unto his own, and his own
received him not. But as many as received him, to them gave he power to become the sons of
God, even to them that believe on his Name: which were born, not of blood, nor of the will of
the flesh, nor of the will of man, but of God. And the Word was made flesh, and dwelt among us
(and we beheld his glory, the glory as of the only-begotten of the Father) full of grace and truth.
Gospeller
Response

This is the Gospel of Christ.
Praise be to Thee, O Christ.
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The Apostles’ Creed

Remain standing and recite together

I believe in God, the Father Almighty,
creator of heaven and earth:
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.
He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit,
and born of the Virgin Mary.
He suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried.
He descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again.
He ascended into heaven,
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting.
Amen.

¶ Please be seated.

The Sermon
The Bishop of Bombay
The Rt Revd Prakash D. Patole

Welcome & Announcements

|The Sharing of the Peace|
The Bishop

Unto us a child is born, unto us a son is given, and his name shall
be called the Prince of Peace.
The peace of the Lord be always with you

All reply

and also with you.

¶ While remaining in your place, share the sign of peace with a ‘Namaste’ (folded hands) with your neighbour.
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“In the bleak mid-winter”

Carol
Sung by the Cantors

In the bleak mid-winter
Frosty wind made moan;
Earth stood hard as iron,
Water like a stone;
Snow had fallen, snow on snow,
Snow on snow,
In the bleak mid-winter
Long ago.
Our God, heaven cannot hold Him
Nor earth sustain,
Heaven and earth shall flee away
When He comes to reign:
In the bleak mid-winter
A stable-place sufficed
The Lord God Almighty —
Jesus Christ.
Enough for Him, whom Cherubim
Worship night and day,
A heart full of mirth
And a manger full of hay;
Enough for Him, whom Angels
Fall down before,
The ox and ass and camel
Which adore.
What can I give Him,
Poor as I am?
If I were a shepherd
I would bring a lamb;
If I were a wise man
I would do my part,
Yet what I can I give Him,
Give my heart.

Words: Christina Rossetti (1830 - 1894)
Music: Harold Darke (1888 - 1976)

| T h e P r ay e r s o f t h e P e a c e |
Sharing of a Faith Story
We listen to a recording of a doctor’s account
of what Christmas means from a frontline worker’s perspective.

Prayers of Intercession
We pray for ourselves and particularly on behalf of others. In our prayers we pray for the Universal Church,
the nation and all who govern, the welfare of the world, the concerns of our community of faith, including
those who are in need or suffer, and for the departed. We are reminded in prayer that we are part of a
larger fellowship, the Church—the Body of Christ
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Intercessor

Looking to God among us, Jesus Christ our Lord,
Word made flesh and Son of the Father, let us pray in faith and trust.
Christ, born in a stable,
give courage to all who are homeless:
Jesus, Saviour,

All

hear our prayer.

Intercessor

Christ, for whom the angels sang,
give the song of the Kingdom to all who weep:
Jesus, Saviour

All

hear our prayer.

Intercessor

Christ, worshipped by the shepherds,
give peace on earth to all who are oppressed:
Jesus, Saviour,

All

hear our prayer.

Intercessor

Christ, before whom the wise men knelt,
give humility and wisdom to all who govern:
Guide and lead all Church leaders: (Prem Chand, our Moderator, Dharmaraj
the Moderator of the Church of South India; Theodosius, Metropolitan of the
Mar Thoma Church; Prakash, our Bishop and Avinash, our Presbyter)
Jesus, Saviour

All

hear our prayer.

Intercessor

Christ, whose birth brought peace and wholeness,
give healing to the sick and comfort to the disturbed.
Jesus, Saviour,

All

hear our prayer.

Intercessor

Christ, whose radiance filled a lowly manger,
give the glory of your resurrection to all who rest in you:
Jesus, Saviour

All

hear our prayer.

Intercessor

Christ, whose birth rekindles comfort and hope in all humanity;
rid the world of the pandemic; may we be restored in your glory once again.
We place into your loving hands all who struggle with the pandemic.
Heal and restore us,
Jesus Saviour

All

hear our prayer.

Intercessor

Lord Jesus Christ,
Son of the Father,
full of the Spirit,
hear our prayer,
receive our praises,
fill our lives.

All

Amen.

The choir sings

Dona nobis pacem.
(Grant us Thy peace.)

¶ All stand.
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The Blessing

¶ All stand.
The Bishop

The Lord be with you

All

and also with you.

The Bishop

May the Father,
who has loved the eternal Son
from before the foundation of the world,
shed that love upon you his children.

All

Amen.

The Bishop

May Christ,
who by his incarnation gathered into one
things earthly and heavenly,
fill you with joy and peace.

All

Amen.

The Bishop

May the Holy Spirit,
by whose overshadowing Mary became the
Godbearer,
give you grace to carry the good news of Christ.

All

Amen.

The Bishop

And the blessing of God almighty,
the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit,
be upon you and remain with you always.
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“Hark the herald angels sing”

Carol at the Closing
Follow the words as the Cantors sing.

2. Christ, by highest heaven adored,
Christ, the everlasting Lord,
Late in time behold Him come
Offspring of a Virgin’s womb!
Veiled in flesh the Godhead see,
Hail the incarnate Deity!
Pleased as man with man to dwell,
Jesus, our Emmanuel.
Refrain

Hark! the herald angels sing
Glory to the new-born King.

3. Hail the heaven-born Prince of Peace!
Hail the Sun of Righteousness!
Light and life to all He brings,
Risen with healing in His wings.
Mild He lays His glory by,
Born that man no more may die,
Born to raise the sons of earth,
Born to give them second birth.
Refrain Hark!

the herald angels sing
Glory to the new-born King.
Words: Charles Wesley (1707-1788) & G. Whitefield (1714 - 1770)
Music: Felix Mendelssohn - Bartholdy (1809 - 1847)
Descant: David Willcocks

Dismissal
The Bishop Go in peace. Proclaim the Word made flesh.
All
Glory, thanks and praise to God. Amen.

Postlude
“Hark the herald angels sing”

Arranged David Willcocks (1919 - 2015)
14

Prayer Requests and Announcements
Your prayers are requested for:
† all nations of the world as they continue to grapple with the pandemic. Pray for God’s hand
of healing.
† the many who find themselves isolated from family and friends this Christmas. For all in
quarantine and in hospitals. May God’s comforting presence be with them.
† our country and all in Government. May God guide all whose decisions affects the lives of
many.
† all front line workers. Pray for their safety and well-being.
† effective results of the vaccine. Pray for all recipients and those entrusted with the
responsibility of administering the vaccine.
† all churches as they open their doors for public worship after many months of lockdown.
May we move forward in faith.
† all senior citizens and those who are unwell in the Cathedral community. May God’s
comforting presence be with all those who are unable to be physically present in church. Let
us reach out in Christian fellowship to them.
† the clergy of the Diocese of Bombay. Pray for our Bishop and his family. May God bless him
in his ministry in these challenging times.
† for the Synods of the Church of North India and the Church of South India. We give thanks for
the completion of the fifty years of “unity, witness and service” of the CNI.
† the ministry of the Rt Revd Theodosius the new Metropolitan of the Mar Thoma Church.
† the Anglican Communion: Pray for the peace of Jerusalem and the people of Bethlehem.


Renewing Hope: A short service of evening prayer will be held on Thursday December 31,
2020 at 6p.m. in the Cathedral. We meet as a worshipping community to seek God’s guidance in the year to come.



January 1, 2021: A service of morning prayer at 9a.m.
We welcome the dawn of a new year in the sanctuary.



We express our gratitude to the many who made it possible to broadcast the carol
service yesterday.
~~~ Birthdays this week ~~~
May God bless you abundantly.
Gayatri Long (25), Raina Michyari (25),
Anjai Isaacs (27). Viveka Truman (27), M. John (29), Reuben Baker (30). Suresh Patil (30)
~~~ Wedding Anniversaries this Week~~~
Be blessed with love, joy and companionship all the years of your life.
Jeffry & Susan Fraser (27), M. John & Manju John (27), Priya & Sudhir Deekollu (28),
Malcolm & Jaisy Desai (28), Ernest & Pritam Knox (28), Rahul & Roshni Jadhav (29),
The Revd Avinash & the Revd Arpana Rangayya (29),
David & Nalini Cyprian (30), Vivek & Miriam John (30), Allen & Rajathi Moses (30),
Sunita & Gladston Somervel (31)
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Seeing God in each other
’Twas the night of Corona when all through the world
Not a creature was stirring as the nightmare unfurled
The face masks were missing, the gloves and the gowns
The nurses and doctors were all falling down
The children and old folks were scratching their heads
To wonder what mayhem this virus could spread
Pa gathered his strength, Ma stuffed down her worries
Pulled courage together to start their new journey
The challenge we’re up for, no doubt we can do it
The world just got smaller but we’re growing bigger
Our hearts and our souls demonstrate we’re no quitters
Our Heroes are Healers, not killers of Life
And many strong Women in the thick of the strife
May All who draw breath see God in Each Other
Embracing Our weakness As Sisters and Brothers
Stronger Together.
Excerpts from a poem by Ann Barber
(Adapted from “ ’Twas the Night Before Christmas,” by Clement Clarke Moore.)
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