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 The Covenant service goes back to John Wesley’s time. He wanted a form of worship which would 
help people open themselves to God more fully. He saw the relationship with God in Covenant as being 
like a marriage between human beings (both as a community and as individuals) on the one side and God 
in Christ on the other (cf. Ephesians 5.21-33). In 1755, Wesley, created such a service, using material 
from the writings of the seventeenth-century puritans divines, Joseph and Richard Alleine. These works 
came from the Puritan tradition of pastoral and spiritual guidance 
 The aim of the service is to help people hear God’s offer and God’s challenge; to provide space for 
God to prompt and for people to respond. Yet, more than this, for the Covenant service is not just a  
one-to-one transaction between individuals and God, it is an act of the whole faith community.  
 The baptism of our Lord Jesus Christ is observed in the Church calendar during the Season of 
Epiphany . The baptism of Christ is described in all four Gospels, and marks the beginning of his public 
ministry. It is one of the four holy days denoted as especially appropriate for baptisms, along with Easter 
Vigil, Pentecost, and All Saints’ Day. It is therefore all the more meaningful that on this day we are invited 
to renew our covenant vows.  

(The illustration on the front cover depicts the baptism of Jesus − a detail of the carving  
on the Cathedral’s baptismal font.) 

Welcome 

We warmly welcome you to worship with us this morning. 

In spite of the several restrictions let us rejoice that we can gather and worship in spirit and in truth.  

Please take a little time to read the advisory printed on the last page to ensure the safety of all.  
There will be no offertory. You may place your offering in the box at the entrance.  

St. Thomas’ Cathedral ● mumbai 

S t Thomas' Cathedral  
Mumbai • Estd 1718 

The Church of North India 

A member of the worldwide Anglican Communion  

 
 

The Baptism of our Lord Jesus Christ  
with the Renewal of the Covenant  
 

Sunday January 10, 2021 • 8:45 a.m. 

And a voice from heaven said, 
 “This is my Son, whom I love.; with him I am well pleased.”   

Matthew 3: 17 
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|  T h e  P r e p a r a t i o n  &  G a t h e r i n g  |   
 

Voluntary 
 

“Christ our Lord to Jordan came”                                                                Marcel Dupré (1886 - 1971) 
  

“Liebster Jesu, wir sind hier”                                                                 J.S. Bach, BWV 633 (1685 - 1750) 

(Blessed Jesus we are here)  
    

Please stand as the procession enters. 
 

“Hail to the Lord’s Anointed”                                                                               Hymn 
Sung by the Cantors  

 

Opening Acclamation 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Please be seated.                                                                         Penitence and Confession  
 

 

1.  Hail to the Lord's Anointed, 
       great David's greater Son! 
    Hail in the time appointed, 
      his reign on earth begun! 
    He comes to break oppression, 
      to set the captive free, 
    to take away transgression, 
      and rule in equity.  

3. Kings shall bow down before Him, 
      and gold and incense bring; 
   all nations shall adore Him, 
      His praise all people sing: 
   to Him shall prayer unceasing 
      and daily vows ascend; 
   His kingdom still increasing, 
     a kingdom without end. 

2. He shall come down like showers 
      upon the fruitful earth, 
   and love, joy, hope, like flowers, 
      spring in his path to birth: 
   before him on the mountains 
      shall peace, the herald, go; 
   and righteousness, in fountains 
     from hill to valley flow.  

4. O’er every foe victorious, 
      He on His throne shall rest; 
   from age to age more glorious, 
      all-blessing and all-blest: 
  the tide of time shall never 
      His covenant remove; 
  His Name shall stand for ever, 
     His changeless Name of love. 

 

Words: Based on Psalm 72,  J. Montgomery (1771 - 1854)   
Music: Adapted from J. Crüger (1598 - 1662)  

by W.H. Monk (1823 - 89)  

The Presbyter A voice from heaven said,  
‘This is my Son, the Beloved, with whom I am well pleased.’                                                           

Matthew 3.17 

This day Jesus is revealed as the Christ in the waters of baptism.  

All Alleluia. Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ.  

The Presbyter Out of His love He has created us; He preserves and sustains us.  

All We praise you, O Lord.  

The Presbyter  Because God was merciful, 
he saved us through the water of rebirth 
and the renewing power of the Holy Spirit. 
But through sin we have fallen away from our baptism. 
Let us return to the Lord and renew our faith in his promises 
by confessing our sins in penitence.                         Titus 3.5 
 

Lord Jesus, you are mighty God and Prince of peace: 

Lord, have mercy. 

All Lord, have mercy. 
 

Continued 
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The Presbyter 

The almighty and merciful God grant us pardon and remission of all our sins, grace to amend our 
life, and the strength of the Holy Spirit. Amen. 

 

|  T h e  W o r d  o f  G o d  |   
 

The Collect for the Baptism of Jesus  
The Presbyter 

  

FATHER in heaven, who at the baptism of Jesus in the River Jordan proclaimed him your beloved 
Son and anointed him with the Holy Spirit: Grant that all who are baptized into his Name may 
keep the covenant they have made, and boldly confess him as Lord and Saviour; who with you 
and the Holy Spirit lives and reigns, one God, in glory everlasting. Amen.  
 

 

The Lesson 
Isaiah 42:1-7  

The Servant of the Lord  
 

“HERE is my servant, whom I uphold, my chosen one in whom I delight; I will put my Spirit on 
him, and he will bring justice to the nations.  
He will not shout or cry out, or raise his voice in the streets. A bruised reed he will not break, 
and a smoldering wick he will not snuff out. In faithfulness he will bring forth justice; he will not 
falter or be discouraged till he establishes justice on earth. In his teaching the islands will put their 
hope.”  
This is what God the Lord says— the Creator of the heavens, who stretches them out, who 
spreads out the earth with all that springs from it, who gives breath to its people, and life to 
those who walk on it: “I, the Lord, have called you in righteousness; I will take hold of your hand. 
I will keep you and will make you to be a covenant for the people and a light for the Gentiles, to 
open eyes that are blind, to free captives from prison and to release from the dungeon those 
who sit in darkness.”  

Reader This is the word of the Lord. 
All       Thanks be to God. 
 

 

Psalm 29  
Intoned by the Cantors 

Refrain  The Lord shall give strength to His people. 
 

3 The voice of the Lord is upon the waters; the God of glory thunders;  * the Lord is upon the   
   mighty waters. 
4 The voice of the Lord is a powerful  voice;  * the voice of the Lord is a voice of splendour. 
   Refrain 
 

5 The voice of the Lord breaks the cedar trees;  * the Lord breaks the cedars of Lebanon; 
7 The voice of the Lord splits the flames of fire; the voice of the Lord shakes the wilderness; 
   * the Lord shakes the wilderness of Kadesh.  Refrain 
 

8 The voice of the Lord makes the oak trees writhe * and strips the forests bare. 
9 And in the temple of the  Lord * all are  crying, “Glory!”  Refrain 
 

10 The Lord sits enthroned above the flood; * the Lord sits enthroned as King for  evermore. 
11 The Lord shall give strength to his  people; * the Lord shall give his people the blessing of  
    peace.   Refrain 

The Presbyter  Lord Jesus, you are Son of God and Son of Mary: 
Christ, have mercy. 

All Christ, have mercy. 

The Presbyter  Lord Jesus, you are Word made flesh 
and splendour of the Father: 
Lord, have mercy. 

All Lord, have mercy. 



4 

 

The Epistle 
The Letter of St Paul to the Hebrews 12:22-25  

  . 
Jesus the mediator of a new covenant    

 

BUT you have come to Mount Zion, to the city of the living God, the heavenly Jerusalem. You 
have come to thousands upon thousands of angels in joyful assembly, to the Church of the first-
born, whose names are written in heaven. You have come to God, the Judge of all,  
to the spirits of the righteous made perfect, to Jesus the mediator of a new covenant, and to the 
sprinkled blood that speaks a better word than the blood of Abel.  
 

See to it that you do not refuse Him who speaks. If they did not escape when they refused Him 
who warned them on earth, how much less will we, if we turn away from Him who warns us 
from heaven?  

Reader This is the word of the Lord. 
All       Thanks be to God. 

 

 

“Christ, when for us you were baptised”                                                       The Gradual 
While seated, follow the words as sung by the Cantors 

 
Please stand                                                                                  The Gospel Acclamation 

Intoned by the Cantors. 
 
 Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. 

                     This is my Son, the Beloved, with whom I am well pleased.  Matthew 3.17 

                     Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. 
 

The Gospel of Christ  

St Matthew 3: 13 - 17  

When the Gospel is announced all say Glory be to Thee, O Lord. 

 
 

The Baptism of Jesus  
 
 

AT that time Jesus arrived from Galilee and came to John at the Jordan to be baptised by him. 
But John tried to make him change his mind. “I ought to be baptised by you,” John said, “and yet 
you have come to me!”  
 

But Jesus answered him, “Let it be so for now. For in this way we shall do all that God requires.” 
So John agreed.  
 

As soon as Jesus was baptized, he came up out of the water. Then heaven was opened to him, 
and he saw the Spirit of God coming down like a dove and alighting on him. Then a voice said 
from heaven, “This is my own dear Son, with whom I am pleased.”  

 
The Gospeller This is the Gospel of Christ 
All say            Praise be to Thee, O Christ. 

1. Christ, when for us you were baptized,  
       God's Spirit on you came,  
   as peaceful as a dove, and yet 
       as urgent as a flame. 

3. Straightway and steadfast until death  
      you then obeyed His call, 
   freely as Son of Man to serve, 
     and give your life for all. 

2. God called you, his beloved Son,  
      called you His servant too;  
   His Kingdom you were called to preach, 
     His holy will to do. 

4. Baptize us with your Spirit, Lord, 
      your cross on us be signed,  
   that likewise in God's service we  
     may perfect freedom find. 
 

Words: F. Bland Tucker (1895 - 1984)  
    Music: R. R. Terry (1865 - 1938) • Tune: BILLING  
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Remain standing and recite together.                                                     The Apostles’ Creed 
 

I believe in God, the Father Almighty, 
creator of heaven and earth: 
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. 
He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit, 
and born of the Virgin Mary. 
He suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried. 
He descended to the dead. 
On the third day he rose again. 
He ascended into heaven, 
and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
He will come again to judge the living and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic Church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. 
Amen. 

 
Please be seated.                                                                                          The Sermon 

The Revd Priscilla Reuben 
 

|  T h e  S h a r i n g  o f  t h e  P e a c e  |  

All stand. 

 

Please be seated. 

|  T h e  P r a y e r s  o f  t h e  P e o p l e  |  
 

 

A Time for Self-Examination 

The Presbyter  We are the body of Christ. 
In the one Spirit we were all baptized into one body. 
Let us then pursue all that makes for peace and builds up our common life.  
The peace of the Lord be always with you 

All and also with you. 

While remaining in your place, share the sign of peace with a namaste with your neighbour.  

Intercessor Jesus calls us out of darkness into his marvellous light. 
Washed clean by the waters of baptism, 
Let us now examine ourselves before God.  
God our Father, you have set before us in your Son the true way of life.  
We confess with shame how little we have learnt from him, and how slow we are 
to follow him.  

All Have mercy on us, Lord, and forgive us.  

Intercessor You show us the signs of your goodness in the glory of your creation, but we 
rarely lift up our eyes to see and praise.  

All Have mercy on us, Lord, and forgive us.  

Intercessor We confess the poverty of our worship, the weakness of our faith, the selfishness 
of our prayers.  

All Have mercy on us, Lord, and forgive us.                                 Continued overleaf. 
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All say the Lord’s Prayer 

OUR FATHER, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be Thy name; Thy Kingdom come; 

Thy will be done; in earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread. 

And forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive them that trespass against us, 

and lead us not into temptation; 

but deliver us from evil: 

for Thine is the Kingdom, 

the power, and the glory, 
for ever and ever. Amen. 

 

|  T h e  C o v e n a n t  |  

The Presbyter addresses the congregation, saying  
 

Father, you have appointed our Lord Jesus Christ as Mediator of a new Covenant. Give us grace to 

draw near with fullness of faith and join ourselves afresh in a perpetual Covenant with you, through 

Jesus Christ our Lord.  

All respond Amen.  
 

Please stand. 
 

Commit yourselves to Christ as his servants. Christ has many services to be done.  
Some are more easy and honourable, others are more difficult.  
Some are suitable to our inclinations and interests, others are contrary to both. 
In some we may please Christ and please ourselves.  
But then there are other works where we cannot please Christ except by denying ourselves.  
It is necessary, therefore, that we consider what it means to be a servant of Christ.  
Let us, therefore, go to Christ, and pray: 

Intercessor For our cold reception of the means of grace. For our neglect of your stern  
warning, that unless we forgive others, we cannot be forgiven ourselves.  

All Have mercy on us, Lord, and forgive us.  

Intercessor You call us to be salt and light in the world. But often in our unfaithfulness we  
conform to the world's own false ways.  

All Have mercy on us, Lord, and forgive us.  

Intercessor You have provided amply for the needs of all; yet we are not ashamed that some 
take far too much, while many are naked and starving and sick.  

All Have mercy on us, Lord, and forgive us.  

Intercessor Your Son gave his life to restore peace and harmony on earth. But even the 
Church is divided, and its fellowship is weakened or denied.  

All Have mercy on us, Lord, and forgive us.  

Intercessor Your only law is to love you and each other. All our personal sins come to this: 
that we do not love as we ought.  

All Have mercy on us, Lord, and forgive us.  

Intercessor We acknowledge and confess our offences against our family members, those 
alongside whom we work, the members of your Church, our friends and our  
enemies and all those who cannot defend themselves.  

All Have mercy on us, Lord, and forgive us.  

Intercessor We confess our pride and selfishness and all that harms other people, all that is a 
denial of love.  

All Have mercy on us, Lord, and forgive us.  
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All say the Covenant Prayer  
 

I am no longer my own, but yours.  

Put me to what you will, set me with whom you will;  

put me to doing, put me to suffering*;  
let me be employed for you or laid aside for you, 
exalted for you or brought low for you;  

let me be full, let me be empty;  

let me have all things, let me have nothing;  

I freely and wholeheartedly yield all things to your pleasure  

and disposal.                                                                                        

And now, glorious and blessed God — Father, Son and Holy Spirit,  
you are mine and I am yours. So be it.  

And the covenant now renewed on earth,  

let it be ratified in heaven. Amen.  
 

Note: * "Put me to suffering." This is not asking God to make us suffer, but a prayer that in general we may either actively do 
or patiently accept whatever is God's will for us. 
 

     The Blessing 
The Presbyter 

May God the Holy Spirit, 
who came upon the beloved Son 
at his baptism in the river Jordan, 
pour out his gifts on you 
who have come to the waters of new birth. 
And the blessing of God Almighty, 
the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, 
be among you and remain with you always. 
All Amen. 
 

“O, Jesus I have promised”                                                          Hymn at the Closing 
Follow the words as sung by the Cantors. 

The Dismissal  

The Presbyter       The Father’s voice bears witness to the Son. 
All                    God has revealed Himself to us. 
The Presbyter       The Son bows his head beneath the waters of baptism. 
All                    God has revealed Himself to us.  
The Presbyter       The Spirit as a dove descends from heaven.                          
All                    God has revealed Himself to us. 

Continued overleaf. 

1. O Jesus, I have promised  
      to serve Thee to the end; 
    be Thou for ever near me,  
      my Master and my Friend; 
    I shall not fear the battle  
      if Thou art by my side, 
    nor wander from the pathway  
     if Thou wilt be my Guide. 
 

2. O let me hear Thee speaking  
      in accents clear and still, 
    above the storms of passion, 
      the murmurs of self-will; 
    O speak to re-assure me, 
      to hasten or control; 
    O speak, and make me listen, 
     Thou Guardian of my soul. 

3. O let me see Thy foot-marks,  
      and in them plant mine own; 
    my hope to follow duly  
     is in Thy strength alone; 
   O guide me, call me, draw me,  
     uphold me to the end; 
   and then in Heaven receive me,  
     my Saviour and my Friend. 

Words: J. E. Bode (1816 - 1874) 
Music: J. W. Elliott (1833 - 1915)• Tune: DAY OF REST 



8 

The Presbyter    Submitting to John’s baptism, Christ delivers us from bondage. 
 All                 God has revealed himself to us. 
The Presbyter    We have come to Christ, the living water. 
                    Go in peace to love and serve the Lord. 
 All                 In the name of Christ. Amen. 

 

Postlude 
Grand Chœur                                                                                       Théodore Salomé (1834 - 1896) 

Your prayers are requested for 
 

† the success of the various vaccinations which have been developed to combat COVID-19.  
† a smooth transition to the new Presidency in the United States of America.  
† all senior citizens in our congregation who are unable to physically attend church services.  
† St Paul’s Church, Matunga (Marathi congregation) and the Revd R. D. Ghorpade.  
† the Church of North India’s Diocese of Patna and the Most Rt Revd Dr P. P. Marandih (former Moderator). 
† the Church of South India’s Diocese of Krishna– Godavari and the Rt Revd George Cornelious . 
† in the Anglican Communion, the Church of New Zealand & Polynesia and the Primates: the Most Revd  
Don Tamihere (Aotearoa), Most Revd Philip Richardson (New Zealand), Most Revd Fereimi Cama (Polynesia). 
  

 We thank the Revd Priscilla Reuben for preaching this morning. Revd Priscilla is the sister of our  
      Presbyter. She is married to the Rt Revd Reuben Mark, the Bishop of Karimnagar (Telangana). 
 

 
 
As per Government and Diocesan guidelines, you are requested to strictly adhere to the following: · 
 Please cooperate with the Security as they carry out the mandatory checks before you enter. · 
 Make use of sanitizers kept at the entrance. · 
 Wearing of face covering is mandatory at all times. · 
 Congregational singing is not yet permitted.  
 Maintain the distance as indicated by the positioning of the chairs. · 
 Please take this service bulletin home with you. It is mandatory to do so. · 
 Leave as soon as the service is over. Please do not gather outside in groups. 
 Presently administration of Holy Communion is not allowed. Until further instructions from the Bishop, 
      the service will be that of the Liturgy of the Word. Familiarise yourself with the Diocesan advisory. 
 

 
~~~ Birthdays this Week~~~  

May God bless you abundantly.  
Manju John (13), Rekha Ghose (15), Dilip Ramani (17)  

 

~~~ Wedding Anniversaries this Week ~~~  
Be blessed with love, joy and companionship all the years of your life.   

T. Ravichandran & Latha (12) 

Worship material has been sourced from: 
 https://www.churchofengland.org 
 Common Worship: Services and Prayers for the Church of England  
 The Book of Common Prayer  
 Hymns Ancient & Modern New Standard 
Common Worship: Services and Prayers for the Church of England, material from which is included here,  

S T  T H O M A S ’  C A T H E D R A L  
3 Veer Nariman Road, Fort, Mumbai – 400 001  

Presbyter-In-Charge: The Revd. Avinash T. Rangayya  
Telephone: (Vestry) 2283 9783, (R) 2207 1275, 98207 50090  

 

Contact the Presbyter for pastoral visits and administering Communion to the house -bound. 
FOR PRIVATE CIRCULATION ONLY. TAKE THIS SERVICE BULLETIN HOME WITH YOU .   

Website http://stthomascathedralmumbai.com  

~~~ Prayer requests and Announcements ~~~ 

Bank details to make your online offering and payment for your membership 

SOCIETY OF ST THOMAS CATHEDRAL 

Account No.: 917010054452406 
Bank name: AXIS BANK LTD. 
                 Fort,  Mumbai - 400 001 

IFS Code:    UTIB0000004 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Don_Tamihere
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Philip_Richardson_(bishop)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Fereimi_Cama

