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The ‘Christmas Cathedral’ — reflecting the love of
Christ to the City
A Message from the Presbyter

A recent newspaper article reporting on the Cathedral’s tercentenary,
delightfully called St Thomas’, ‘A Christmas Cathedral’! The
journalist was alluding to the fact that the Cathedral was opened for
worship on Christmas Day in the year 1718.
What an endearing term — ‘Christmas Cathedral’. How blessed are
we to experience the beauty of the sacred space of this Cathedral in
our worship.
But greater still than the trappings of ‘man-made’ measures of time,
is a timeless beauty (much like the sunlight filtering in through the
lancet windows in the Cathedral tower pictured alongside.) — a
beauty captured in the narrative of the Christmas story.
In 1 John 1 we read:
‘That which was from the beginning, which we have heard, which we have seen with our eyes,
which we have looked at and our hands have touched —this we proclaim concerning
the Word of life.’
The story of the Nativity is about that moment when God chose to dwell among us — the
‘Incarnation’ . The gospel of Christmas is that salvation is the Kingdom of God coming into this
world. The future of the gospel is a new heaven, a new earth.
It is exciting to be a witness to history as we welcome the Christ Child in this Cathedral which
has seen 300 Christmases! We give thanks on this Holy Night for the zeal and prayerful vision
of all those who have contributed to the building of this House of God.
Imagine the great excitement in 1718, when the prayers of this church’s first congregation for a place
of worship, were answered. How much more must have been the excitement of the lowly
shepherds and the Magi as they came to pay homage at the manger that first Christmas!
My prayer is that, as we journey together to Bethlehem to the manger, you feel the presence of
the incarnate God, Emmanuel, God with us.
Thank you for worshipping with us in our ‘Christmas Cathedral’ on this the most holy of nights.
The Cathedral is open to all through the year as a place where the wonder of Christmas remains,
where you can encounter God. This is a place where God feels close.
This church has reflected the love of Christ to the City for 300 years. May each of us carry the
light of Christ in our hearts.
From all of us here at the Cathedral, I wish you the hope, peace, joy and love which the Christ
Child brings. May you have a wonderful year ahead.
We hope to welcome you again soon.
The Reverend Avinash T. Rangayya
The Presbyter-In-Charge, St Thomas’ Cathedral, Mumbai
Front cover illustration: The Advent wreath with the Christ Candle.
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Carols for choir & congregation
10 P.M. onwards
ORGAN PRELUDE

Choir
Choir
Spiritual
while seated all sing

Noël Etranger
Pastorale on ‘Gesù Bambino’
Partita on, ‘Adeste Fideles’
‘Go tell in on the mountain’ ─ Gigue
Pastorale from Christmas concerto, Op. 6 No. 8

LOUIS

- CLAUDE DAQUIN, 1694 - 1772
PIETRO A. YON, 1886 - 1943

JOHN F. WADE,

c. 1711 - 86 Setting by CHARLES CALLAHAN
A.D. MILLER, b. 1972
ARCANGELO CORELLI, 1653 - 1713

O Gesù Bambino
PIETRO A. YON
Come adore the baby
Spanish carol, arr EMILY CROCKER
Refrain Go tell it on the mountain
over the hills and everywhere.
Go tell it on the mountain
that Jesus Christ is born.
Down in a lowly manger
the humble Christ was born,
and God sent us salvation
that blessèd Christmas morn. Refrain
Afro-American spiritual, 19th century.
Words adapted JOHN WORK, 1901 - 1967
Music arr. HORACE BOYER, b. 1935

Choir

Carol of the Bells

Carol
while seated all sing

Refrain

M. LEONTOVICH,

1877 - 1921 arr. PETER WILHOUSKY

What child is this, who, laid to rest
On Mary’s lap is sleeping?
Whom angels greet with anthems sweet
While shepherds watch are keeping?
This, this is Christ the King,
Whom shepherds guard and angels sing;
This, this is Christ the King,
The Babe the Son of Mary.
So bring Him incense, gold and myrrh,
Come, peasant, king to own Him;
The King of kings salvation brings,
Let loving hearts enthrone Him. Refrain
Words: WILLIAM DIX • Music: Old English melody, ‘Greensleeves’

FESTIVE MEDLEY

while seated all sing

God rest you merry, gentlemen,
Let nothing you dismay,
Remember Christ our Saviour
Was born on Christmas Day,
To save us all from Satan’s pow’r
When we were gone astray:
Refrain O tidings of comfort and joy, comfort and joy.
O tidings of comfort and joy.
Ding dong! Merrily on high
in heav’n the bells are ringing.
Ding dong! Verily the sky
is riv’n with angel singing.
Gloria. Hosanna in excelsis
O Christmas tree, O Christmas tree,
Your leaves will surely teach me
That hope and love and faithfulness
Are precious things I can possess:
O Christmas tree, O Christmas tree,
Your leaves will surely teach me.
We wish you a merry Christmas, (3)
And a happy new year.
Good tidings we bring to you and your kin
Good tidings for Christmas
And a happy new year.
3

English carol

German carol

T HE E V E

OF THE

N ATIVIT Y

OF OUR

L ORD J ESUS C HRIST

FE ST IV AL HO L Y EU C HA RI S T
DECEMBER

24, 2018 • 10.30

P.M.

by the Revd Avinash T. Rangayya
The Presbyter-In-Charge

WELCOME

At the very first Divine Service held in this church on Christmas Day 1718, the Governor of Bombay and Council
with the free Merchants and Military etc, processed from the chapel in Bombay Castle to the newly built church.
At the West Door they were met by the Chaplain. Psalm 24 was said by all. We will reenact that moment from
300 years ago.

 |THE ENTRANCE RITE | 
¶ As the fanfare is sounded, all stand and face the West Door.
C A R O L A T T H E E N T R Y (All join in singing.)

world

The Presbyter leads in the responsive reading of Psalm 24.
Presbyter

People
Presbyter

The earth is the Lord’s, and all that therein is: the compass of the world, and
they that dwell therein.
For He hath founded it upon the seas: and prepared it upon the floods.
Let the Lord enter; He is King of glory.
Who shall ascend into the hill of the Lord: or who shall rise up in His holy
place. Even he that hath clean hands and a pure heart: and that hath not
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lift up his mind unto vanity, nor sworn to deceive his neighbour.
People

Let the Lord enter; He is King of glory.

Presbyter

He shall receive the blessing from the Lord: and righteousness from the
God of His salvation.

People

Let the Lord enter; He is King of glory.

Presbyter

Lift up your heads, O ye gates, and be ye lifted up, ye everlasting doors:
and the King of glory shall come in.

People

Let the Lord enter; He is King of glory.

The organ plays an interlude. All resume singing.

3. No more let sins and sorrows grow,
Nor thorns infest the ground;
He comes to make His blessings flow
Far as the curse is found. (3)

2. Joy to the earth! The Saviour reigns;
Let men their songs employ;
While fields and floods, rocks, hills and plains
Repeat the sounding joy. (3)

4. He rules the world with truth and grace,
And makes the nations prove
The glories of His righteousness,
And wonders of His love. (3)
Words: ISAAC WATTS, 1674 - 1748
Music: G. F. HANDEL, 1685 - 1759
Tune: ANTIOCH

¶ The congregation sits.
THE ACCLAMATION OF THE NATIVITY

The Presbyter

Blessed be God: Father, Son and Holy Spirit

People

And blessed be God’s Kingdom now and for ever. Amen.

Presbyter

The Word became flesh and dwelt among us.

People

And we beheld His glory.

LIGHTING OF THE CHRIST CANDLE

¶ The Bishop lights the candle. The choir sings:

O most wonderful! O most merciful!
Christ, our Saviour, is born on earth!
Sinners forgiven,
Sorrow forgotten:
Greet, O greet we now his glorious birth.
Italian traditional: The Sicilian Mariners’ Hymn, arr. JOHANNES FALK, 1768 - 1826

The Bishop

Lord, you come as a tiny, fragile baby; yet we know that you are God and
you are with us. May the flame of this candle remind us that you are the
light of the world and that if we follow you, we will never walk in darkness,
but will have the true light of life.
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CAROLS AT THE PROCESSION

2. God of God,

Light of light,
Lo, He abhors not the Virgin’s womb;
Very God,
Begotten, not created.

Refrain

O come, let us adore Him,
O come, let us adore Him,
O come, let us adore Him, Christ the Lord.

3. See

how the shepherds
Summoned to His cradle,
Leaving their flocks, draw nigh with lowly fear
We too will thither
Bend our joyful footsteps: Refrain

4. Sing, choirs of angels,
Sing in exultation,
Sing, all ye citizens of heaven above:
“Glory to God
in the highest.” Refrain

5. Yea, Lord, we greet Thee,

Born this happy morning,
Jesu, to Thee be glory given;
Word of the Father,
Now in flesh appearing: Refrain
Words: Latin 18th century (tr. F. OAKELEY, 1802 - 80)
Tune: ADESTE FIDELES (J.F. WADE, c. 1711 - 86)
Descant: DAVID WILLCOCKS, 1919 - 2015
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2. They lookèd up and saw a star

3. And by the light of that same star,

Shining in the east beyond them far.
And to the earth it gave great light,
And so it continued both day and night.
Refrain

Three Wise Men came from country far;
To seek for a king was their intent,
And to follow the star wherever it went.
Refrain

Nowell (4),
born is the King of Israel!

4. Then let us all with one accord

Sing praises to our heavenly Lord,
That hath made heaven and earth of naught,
And with His blood mankind hath bought. Refrain
English traditional carol, arranged by DAVID WILLCOCKS

¶ Please be seated.

The Eucharist is sung. Please join in singing the responses
indicated in bold italics. The said responses are indicated.
The Presbyter

ALMIGHTY GOD unto whom all hearts be open, all desires known, and from whom

no secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of Thy
Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love Thee, and worthily magnify Thy holy name;
through Christ our Lord.
All Amen.
The Presbyter

THE SUMMARY OF THE LAW

OUR Lord Jesus Christ said: Hear O Israel, The Lord our God is one Lord; and thou

shalt love the Lord thy God with all thy heart, and with all thy soul, and with all thy mind,
and with all thy strength. This is the first commandment. And the second is like, namely
this: Thou shalt love thy neighbour as thyself. There is none other commandments greater
than these. On these two commandments hang all the Law and the Prophets.
All

Lord, have mercy upon us, and write these Thy laws in our hearts, we beseech Thee.
Presbyter
Answer

The Lord be with you;
And with thy spirit.

 |THE MINISTRY

OF THE

WORD | 

THE COLLECT OF THE NATIVITY OF OUR LORD JESUS CHRIST

The Presbyter

The Lord be with you.

People

And also with you.

The Presbyter

O God, who hast made this holy night to glow with the brightness
of His coming, who is the light of the world: Grant that we who
hail on earth the mystery of His appearing may rejoice hereafter
in the light of His heavenly presence; who with Thee and the Holy
Spirit liveth and reigneth, one God, world without end.

People

Amen.
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Isaiah 9. 2

THE OLD TESTAMENT READING

T

he people that walked in darkness have seen a great light: they that dwell in the land
of the shadow of death, upon them hath the light shined. Thou hast multiplied the nation,
Thou hast increased their joy: they joy before Thee according to the joy in harvest, and as
men rejoice when they divide the spoil. For thou hast broken the yoke of his burden, and
the staff of his shoulder, the rod of his oppressor as in the day of Midian. For all the armour
of the armed man in the tumult and the garments rolled in blood, shall even be for burning,
for fuel of fire. For unto us a child is born, unto us a son is given: and the government shall be
upon His shoulder: and His name shall be called Wonderful, Counsellor, The mighty God,
The everlasting Father, The Prince of Peace. Of the increase of His government and peace
there shall be no end, upon the throne of David, and upon His kingdom, to order it, and to
establish it with judgement and with justice from hence- forth even for ever. The zeal of
the Lord of hosts will perform this.
Reader
Response

RESPONSORIAL PSALM

This is the word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

98

The choir introduces the response. All repeat.

Response

1. Sing to the Lord a new song,
2. The Lord has made known His righteous love,
For He has done marvellous things:
In the sight of all mankind,
With His own right hand with His holy arm,
And His faithfulness and truth
He has brought deliverance.
Toward the house of Israel.
3. All the ends of the earth have seen,
The salvation of our God:
Let all the world be glad in Him,
Sing, rejoice and give Him thanks.
Response (all)

4. Let music sound upon the harp,
Let psalms be offered to His praise:
With trumpets and with songs of joy
Shout the praise of God our King.

All the ends of the earth have seen: the salvation of our God.
Hebrews 1. 1

THE EPISTLE

G

od, who at sundry times and in divers manners spake in time past unto the fathers by
the prophets, hath in these last days spoken unto us by His Son, whom He hath appointed
heir of all things, by whom also He made the worlds; who being the brightness of His glory,
and the express image of His person, and upholding all things by the word of His power,
when He had by Himself purged our sins, sat down on the right hand of the Majesty on
high; being made so much better than the angels, as He hath by inheritance obtained a
more excellent name than they. For unto which of the angels said He at any time,
Thou art my Son,
This day have I begotten Thee?
And again,
I will be to Him a Father,
And He shall be to me a Son?
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And again, when He bringeth in the first-begotten into the world, He saith,
And let all the angels of God worship Him.
And of the angels He saith,
Who maketh His angels spirits,
And His ministers a flame of fire.
But unto the Son He saith,
Thy throne, O God, is for ever and ever;
A sceptre of righteousness is the sceptre of Thy kingdom;
Thou hast loved righteousness, and hated iniquity;
Therefore God, even Thy God, hath anointed Thee
With the oil of gladness above Thy fellows.
And,
Thou, Lord, in the beginning hast laid the foundation of the earth;
And the heavens are the works of Thine hands:
They shall perish, but Thou remainest;
And they all shall wax old as doth a garment;
And as a vesture shalt Thou fold them up,
And they shall be changed;
But thou art the same,
And thy tears shall not fail.
Reader
Response

This is the word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
All stand and sing.

THE GRADUAL

2. The cattle are lowing, the baby awakes,

but little Lord Jesus no crying He makes.
I love Thee, Lord Jesus! Look down from the sky,
and stay by my side until morning is nigh.
3. Be near me, Lord Jesus; I ask Thee to stay

close by me for ever, and love me, I pray.
Bless all the dear children in Thy tender care,
and fit us for heaven, to live with Thee there.
Words: Anonymous
Music: W.J. KIRKPATRICK, 1838 - 1921
(arr. DAVID WILLCOCKS)
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¶ Remain standing for the Gospel and Creed. All repeat the acclamation after the cantor.

Taizé chant by JACQUES BERTHIER, 1923 - 1994

St John 1. 1

THE GOSPEL OF CHRIST

When the Gospel is announced, we sing: Glory be to Thee, O Lord.

I

n the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God.
The same was in the beginning with God. All things were made by Him; and without
Him was not any thing made that was made. In Him was life, and the life was the light of
men. And the light shineth in darkness, and the darkness comprehended it not. There
was a man sent from God, whose name was John. The same came for a witness, to bear
witness of the light, that all men through him might believe. He was not that light, but was
sent to bear witness of that light. That was the true light, which lighteth every man that
cometh into the world. He was in the world, and the world was made by Him, and the
world knew Him not. He came unto His own, and His own received Him not. But as many
as received Him, to them gave He power to become the sons of God, even to them that believe
on His name: which were born, not of blood, nor of the will of the flesh, nor of the will
of man, but of God. And the Word was made flesh, and dwelt among us, (and we beheld
His glory as of the only-begotten of the Father) full of grace and truth.
Gospeller
Response (sung)

This is the Gospel of Christ.
Praise be to Thee, O Christ.

All recite T H E C R E E D

I BELIEVE in one God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth, and of all things visible
and invisible:
And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of God, Begotten of His Father
before all worlds, God of God, Light of Light, Very God of very God, Begotten, not made, Being
of one substance with the Father, Through whom all things were made: Who for us men, and
for our salvation came down from heaven, And was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the Virgin
Mary, And was made man, And was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. He suffered and
was buried, And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures, And ascended into
heaven, And sitteth on the right hand of the Father. And He shall come again with glory to
judge both the quick and the dead: Whose Kingdom shall have no end.
And I believe in the Holy Spirit, The Lord, The giver of life, Who proceedeth from the
Father and the Son, Who with the Father and the Son together is worshipped and glorified,
Who spake by the Prophets. And I believe One Holy Catholic and Apostolic Church.
I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins. And I look for the Resurrection of the
dead, And the Life of the world to come. Amen.
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The Rt Revd Prakash D. Patole,
the Bishop of Mumbai

All be seated for T H E S E R M O N
WELCOME

&

ANNOUNCEMENTS

‘ The Birthday of a King’

ANTHEM

Choir

Tenor solo

In the little village of Bethlehem
there lay a child one day,
and the sky was bright with a holy light
o’er the place where Jesus lay:
Alleluia! O how the angels sang,
alleluia! How it rang!
And the sky was bright with a holy light,
‘twas the birthday of the King.

Chorus

Alleluia! O how the angels sang,
Alleluia! O how the chorus rang,
And the sky was bright with a holy light,
‘twas the birthday of a King.

Soprano solo

Chorus

‘twas a humble birth-place,
but oh! How much God gave to us that day,
from the manger bed, what a path has led,
what a perfect holy way:
Alleluia! O how the angels sang,
Alleluia! How it rang!
And the sky was bright with a holy light,
‘twas the birthday of the King.
W. H. NEIDLINGER
(Arranged by Carl Deis)

¶ The congregation stands.

 |THE SHARING

OF THE

PEACE | 

The Bishop

This holy night the angels sang, “Glory to God in the highest
heaven, and on earth peace to all in whom He delights.”
The peace of the Lord be always with you

All reply

and also with you.

The people greet one another with a
sign of God’s peace.

 |THE OFFERTORY | 
During the singing of the following carols an offering will be received for the ministries of the Cathedral.
Thank you for your generosity.
The Presbyter

Let us present our offerings to the Lord with reverence and godly fear.
Unto us a child is born, unto us a Son is given. ISAIAH 9.6

¶ All join in singing.
1. While shepherds watched their flocks by night,

All seated on the ground,
The angel of the Lord came down,
And glory shone around.

2. ‘Fear not,’ said he (for mighty dread)

Had seized their troubled mind);
‘glad tidings of great joy I bring
To you and all mankind.’
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Continued overleaf

3. To you in David’s town this day

Is born of David’s line
A Saviour who is Christ the Lord;
And this shall be the sign:

4. ‘the heavenly babe you there shall find
To human view displayed,
All meanly wrapped in swathing bands,
And in a manger laid.’

5. Thus spake the seraph; and forthwith 6. ‘All glory be to God on high
Appeared a shining throng
And to the earth be peace;
Of angels praising God, who thus
Goodwill henceforth from heaven to men
Addressed their joyful song.
Begin and never cease.’

Words: NAHUM TATE
Tune: WINCHESTER

OLD

2. Christ, by highest heaven adored,

Christ, the everlasting Lord,
Late in time behold Him come
Offspring of a Virgin’s womb!
Veiled in flesh the Godhead see,
Hail the incarnate Deity!
Pleased as man with man to dwell,
Jesus, our Emmanuel.
Refrain

Hark! the herald angels sing
Glory to the new-born King.

3. Hail the heaven-born Prince of Peace!

Hail the Sun of Righteousness!
Light and life to all He brings,
Risen with healing in His wings.
Mild He lays His glory by,
Born that man no more may die,
Born to raise the sons of earth,
Born to give them second birth.
Refrain Hark! the herald angels sing

Glory to the new-born King.
Words: CHARLES WESLEY, 1707-1788 & G. WHITEFIELD, 1714-1770
Music: MENDELSSOHN - BARTHOLDY, 1809 - 1847
Descant: DAVID WILLCOCKS
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OFFERTORY PRAYER

Presbyter
All

Let us pray.

All things come of Thee, and of Thine own do we give unto Thee, O Creator of the world,
who art ever adored by the holy Angels. We humbly beseech Thee to accept at our
hands these (alms and) oblations, which we present at Thy holy Table, and with them
the offering of our selves to the service of Thy divine Majesty; through Jesus Christ our
Lord. Amen.

¶ Please be seated.

 |THE PRAYERS
Intercessor

OF THE

PEOPLE | 

Joining our voices with all in heaven and on earth praising the Word made
flesh in Jesus, let us pray for the world to which Christ comes, the Church
whom Christ calls, and all people in need whom Christ loves.

All keep a moments silence.
Intercessor

Wonderful Counsellor, in the fullness of time you became one of us and your
wisdom from on high came down to make a home among us. On this holy
night establish and uphold our world with your justice and righteousness.
Lord, in your mercy,

People

hear our prayer.

Intercessor

Mighty God, when the time had been fulfilled, you came down from heaven
and became one with your creation by taking on our humanity. Enable and
empower your Church to embrace your beloved humanity in its many varied
expressions. Lord, in your mercy,

People

hear our prayer.

Intercessor

Everlasting Father, when all was in readiness, you became flesh and blood to
heal and redeem the world. May the light of Christ banish the darkness of
global conflicts and strife, that the nations may rejoice in your light.
Lord, in your mercy,

People

hear our prayer.

Intercessor

Prince of Peace, at the moment of your birth the night sky rang out with the
song of the angels. Preserve the earth that peace might extend to every living
creature. Lord, in your mercy,

People

hear our prayer.

Intercessor

Word of life, on the night of your birth you hallowed all time and all flesh.
Expand the vision of this faith community.
Pray for all Church leaders, especially: Prem Chand, our Moderator; Thomas,
the Moderator of the Church of South India, Joseph Mar Thoma, the Metropolitan
of the Mar Thoma Church,; Prakash our Bishop and Avinash, our Presbyter.

People
Intercessor

hear our prayer.
Come to us, O God, and make your home with us, in us, and through us for the
sake of the One whose birth the angels sing and the shepherds proclaim, Jesus
Christ our Saviour.

People

Amen.
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 |THE PREPARATION
Celebrant

FOR

COMMUNION | 

YE that do truly and earnestly repent you of your sins, and are in love and charity with

your neighbours, and intend to lead a new life, following the commandments of God,
and walking from henceforth in His holy ways; Draw near with faith, and take this
Holy Sacrament to your comfort; and make your humble confession to Almighty God,
meekly kneeling upon your knees.
THE GENERAL CONFESSON

All

ALMIGHTY GOD, Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, Maker of all things, Judge of all

men: We acknowledge and bewail our manifold sins and wickedness, which we,
from time to time, most grievously have committed, by thought, word, and deed,
against Thy divine majesty, provoking most justly Thy wrath and indignation
against us . We do earnestly repent, And are heartily sorry for these our
misdoings: The remembrance of them is grievous unto us; The burden of them is
intolerable. Have mercy upon us, Have mercy upon us, most merciful Father; for
Thy Son our Lord Jesus Christ’s sake, forgive us all that is past; and grant that we
may ever hereafter serve and please Thee In newness of life, to the honour and
glory of Thy name; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
The Bishop pronounces T H E A B S O L U T I O N

ALMIGHTY GOD, our heavenly Father, who of His great mercy hath promised forgiveness of

sins to all them that with hearty repentance and true faith turn unto Him: Have mercy
upon you; pardon and deliver you from all your sins; confirm and strengthen you in all
goodness; and bring you to everlasting life; through Jesus Christ our Lord.
All

Amen.

 |THE CONSECRATION | 
The Celebrant

Hear what comfortable words our Saviour Christ saith unto all that truly turn to
Him.
COME unto me all that travail and are heavy laden, and I will refresh you.
St. Matthew 11.28

So God loved the world, that He gave His only-begotten Son, to the end
that all that believe in Him should not perish, but have everlasting life.

St. John 3. 16

Hear also what Saint Paul saith.
This is a true saying, and worthy of all men to be received, that Christ
Jesus came into the world to save sinners.
1 Timothy 1. 15

Hear also what Saint John saith.
If any man sin, we have an Advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ the
righteous; and He is the propitiation for our sins.
1 St John 2. 1
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The Celebrant

Celebrant

The Lord be with you;

All

And with thy spirit.

Celebrant

Lift up your hearts;

All

We lift them up unto the Lord.

Celebrant

Let us give thanks unto our Lord God;

All

It is meet and right so to do.

IT is very meet, right, and our bounden duty, that we should at all times, and in all

places, give thanks unto Thee, O Lord, Holy Father, Almighty, Everlasting God.
BECAUSE Thou didst give Jesus Christ Thine only Son to be born as at this time for
us: Who, by the operation of the Holy Spirit, was made very man of the substance
of the Virgin Mary His mother: And that without spot of sin, to make us clean from
sin.
THEREFORE with Angels and Archangels, and with all the company of heaven, we
laud and magnify Thy glorious name; evermore praising Thee, and saying,

Setting: from ‘German Mass’ F. SCHUBERT, 1797 - 1828
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¶ The people kneeling, the Celebrant shall then continue

HOLY in truth art Thou, and blessed in truth, O Almighty God, our heavenly Father, for

that Thou of Thy tender mercy didst give Thine only Son Jesus Christ to take our nature
upon Him, and to suffer death upon the Cross for our redemption; who made there, by
His one oblation of Himself once offered, a full, perfect, and sufficient sacrifice, oblation,
and satisfaction, for the sins of the whole world; and did institute, and in His holy Gospel
command us to continue, a perpetual memorial of that His precious death, until His
coming again:
Who, in the same night that He was betrayed, took Bread; and when He had given
thanks to Thee, He brake it, and gave it to His disciples, saying, Take, eat, this is my Body
which is given for you: Do this in remembrance of me.
Likewise after supper He took the Cup; and , when He had given thanks, He gave it to
them, saying, Drink ye all of this: for this is my Blood of the New Covenant, which is shed
for you and for many for the remission of sins: Do this, as oft as ye shall drink it, in
remembrance of me.
All
Amen.
Celebrant

Wherefore, O Lord and heavenly Father we Thy humble servants do celebrate and make
here before Thy Divine Majesty, with these Thy holy gifts, the memorial Thy Son hath
commanded us to make; having in remembrance His blessèd passion, and precious death,
His mighty resurrection, and glorious ascension; rendering unto Thee most hearty thanks
for the same, and looking for His coming again with power and great glory,
And we entirely desire Thy fatherly goodness mercifully to accept on high this our sacrifice
of praise and thanksgiving, beseeching Thee to grant, that by the merits and death of Thy
Son Jesus Christ, and through faith in His blood, we and all Thy whole Church may obtain
remission of our sins, and all other benefits of His passion.
And we humbly beseech Thee, most merciful Father, to send down Thy holy and lifegiving Spirit upon us and upon these Thy gifts, that the Bread which we break may be the
communion of the Body of Christ, and the Cup which we bless may be the communion of
His Blood; and grant, that all we who are partakers of this Holy communion may be
fulfilled with Thy grace and heavenly benediction, and made one body in Thy Son, our
Saviour Jesus Christ.
All
Amen.
All

And here we offer and present unto Thee, O Lord, ourselves, our souls and bodies, to be a
reasonable, holy, and lively sacrifice unto Thee.
And although we be unworthy, through our manifold sins, to offer unto Thee any sacrifice, yet we beseech Thee to accept this our bounden duty and service; not weighing our
merits, but pardoning our offences, through Jesus Christ our Lord;
By whom, and with whom, and in whom, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, all honour and
glory be unto Thee, O Father Almighty, world without end. Amen.
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 |THE COMMUNION | 
The Celebrant

As our Saviour Christ hath commanded and taught us, we are bold to say,

OUR FATHER, who art in heaven, Hallowed be Thy name; Thy Kingdom come;
Thy will be done; In earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses, As we forgive them that trespass against us,
And lead us not into temptation; But deliver us from evil:
For Thine is the Kingdom, The power, and the glory, For ever and ever. Amen.
sung to a setting by ALBERT HAY MALOTTE, 1895 - 1964

Celebrant
All

The peace of the Lord be always with you;
And with thy spirit.

¶ All say T H E P R A Y E R O F H U M B L E A C C E S S

WE do not presume to come to this Thy Table, O merciful Lord, Trusting in our own

righteousness, But in Thy manifold and great mercies. We are not worthy so much as to
gather up the crumbs under Thy table. But Thou art the same Lord, Whose property is
always to have mercy: Grant us therefore, gracious Lord, So to eat the Flesh of Thy dear
Son Jesus Christ, and to drink His Blood, That our sinful bodies may be made clean by His
Body, and our souls washed through His most precious Blood, And that we may evermore
dwell in Him, And He in us. Amen.
¶ All sing.

Setting: from ‘German Mass’ F. SCHUBERT, 1797 - 1828

THE INVITATION TO HOLY COMMUNION

¶ The Celebrant addresses them that come to receive the Holy Communion:

DRAW near and receive the Body and Blood of our Lord Jesus Christ, which were given for

you, and feed on Him in your hearts by faith with thanksgiving.
¶ Those receiving the Holy Communion are requested to please follow the directions of the ushers as you
proceed to the Altar.
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¶ And when the Celebrant delivers the Bread, he shall say:

The Body of our Lord Jesus Christ, which was given for thee, preserve thy body and soul
unto everlasting life. Take and eat this in remembrance that Christ died for thee, and feed
on Him in Thy heart by faith with thanksgiving.
The communicant responds Amen.
¶ And the Minister that delivers the Cup says:

The Blood of our Lord Jesus Christ, which was shed for thee, preserve thy body and soul
unto everlasting life. Drink this is remembrance that Christ’s Blood was shed for thee, and
be thankful.
The communicant responds Amen.
¶ During the administration of the Communion the choir sings:

O holy night! The stars are brightly shining,
It is the night of the dear Saviour’s birth.
Long lay the world in sin and error pining,
Till He appeared and the soul felt its worth.
A thrill of hope the weary world rejoices,
For yonder breaks a new and glorious morn.
Fall on your knees! Oh, hear the angel voices!
O night divine, O night when Christ was born;
O night, O holy night, O night divine!
Truly He taught us to love one another,
His law is love and His gospel is peace.
Chains shall he break for the slave is our brother,
And in His name all oppression shall cease.
Sweet hymns of joy in grateful chorus raise we,
Let all within us praise His holy name.
Christ is the Lord! Then ever, ever praise we,
His power and glory evermore proclaim!
His power and glory evermore proclaim!
Words: CAPPEAU DE ROQUEMAURE, 1808 - 1877
Music: ADOLPHE ADAM, 1803 - 56

‘The Nativity Carol’
Born in a stable so bare, born so long ago
Born ‘neath light of star He who loved us so.
Far away, silent he lay, born today, your homage pay
For Christ is born for aye: born on Christmas Day.
Cradled by mother so fair, tender her lullaby.
Over her son so dear, Angel hosts fill the sky.
Far away, silent he lay, born today, your homage pay
For Christ is born for aye: born on Christmas Day.
Wise men from distant far land, Shepherds from starry hills
Worship this babe so rare, hearts with his warmth he fills
Far away, silent he lay, born today, your homage pay
For Christ is born for aye: born on Christmas Day.
Love in that stable was born into our hearts to flow.
Innocent dreaming babe, make me thy love to know
Far away, silent he lay, born today, your homage pay
For Christ is born for aye: born on Christmas Day.
JOHN RUTTER,
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b. 1945

¶ While seated, all join in singing.

2. Still

through the cloven skies they come,
With peaceful wings unfurled;
And still their heavenly music floats
O’er all the weary world:
Above its sad and lowly plains
They bend on hovering wing;
And ever o’er its Babel-sounds
The blessèd Angels sing.

3. Yet with the woes of sin and strife
The world has suffered long;
Beneath the Angel-strain have rolled
Two thousand years of wrong;
And man, at war with man, hears not
The love-song which they bring:
O hush the noise of, ye men of strife,
And hear the Angels sing!
Words: E.H. SEARS, 1810 - 1876
Music: English traditional melody adapted by ARTHUR SULLIVAN, 1842 - 1900
Tune: NOEL

 |THE THANKSGIVING | 
The Celebrant
All

The Lord be with you;
And with thy spirit.

All say the P O S T C O M M U N I O N P R A Y E R

ETERNAL GOD, heavenly Father, you have graciously accepted us as living members of your
Son our Saviour Jesus Christ, and you have fed us with spiritual food in the Sacrament of
his Body and Blood. Send us now into the world in peace, and grant us strength and courage
to love and serve you with gladness and singleness of heart; through Christ our Lord.
Amen.
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¶ All stand and sing.

GLORY be to God on high, and in earth peace, good will towards men. We praise Thee,

we bless Thee, we worship Thee, we glorify Thee, we give thanks to Thee for Thy great
glory, O Lord God, heavenly King, God the Father Almighty.
O Lord, the only-begotten Son Jesu Christ; O Lord God, Lamb of God, Son of the
Father, that takest away the sin of the world, have mercy upon us. Thou that takest
away the sin of the world, have mercy upon us. Thou that takest away the sin of the
world, receive our prayer. Thou that sittest at the right hand of God the Father, have
mercy upon us.
For Thou only art holy; Thou only art the Lord: Thou only, O Christ, with the Holy Spirit,
art most high in the glory of God the Father. Amen.
¶ Remain standing for the
CHRISTMAS BLESSING

&

BLESSING OF THE NEW STAINED GLASS WINDOWS

Bishop Patole

Lord of light, in the beginning, you separated the light from the darkness
and said it was good.

People

The light shines in the darkness and the darkness did not overcome it.

Bishop Patole

May the light that shines through these windows be a blessing to us and
remind us of your true light.
Bless these windows for the glory of your name.

† The Bishop blesses the newly installed windows above the High Altar.
People

Bishop Patole

Let our light shine in sight of all people so that, seeing our good works,
all may give glory to you. We make this prayer through your Son, Jesus
Christ, who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one
God, forever and ever. Amen.
May God, who in the Word made flesh joined heaven to earth and
earth to heaven, give you the peace and favour of this holy feast.

People

Amen.

Bishop Patole

And the blessing of God Almighty, the Father, the Son, and the
Holy Spirit, be amongst you and remain with you always.

¶ All sing.
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¶ As the lights are dimmed and the candles lit, the choir sings:

He came all so still
There his mother was,
As dew in April,
That falleth on the grass.

I sing of a maiden
That is makeles (= matchless)
King of all kings
to her son she ches ( = chose)

Mother and maiden
Was never none but she;
Well may such a lady
God's mother be.
Words: English carol 15th century
Music: LENNOX BERKELEY, 1903 - 1989

¶ All stand and sing the R E C E S S I O N A L C A R O L .

2. Silent night! Holy Night!

3. Silent night! Holy night!

Shepherds quake at the sight!
Glories stream from heaven afar,
Heavenly hosts sing, “Alleluia!”
Christ, the Saviour is born! (2)

Son of God, loves pure light!
Radiant beams from Thy holy face
With the dawn of redeeming grace,
Jesus, Lord at Thy birth! (2)

4. Silent night! Holy night!

All is dark save the light
Yonder where they sweet vigil keep
O’er the Babe who in silent sleep
Rests in heavenly peace. (2)
Words: JOSEPH MOHR, 1792 - 1848
Music: FRANZ GRÜBER , 1787 - 1863

THE DISMISSAL

From the West Door the Bishop says:

Let us go forth in the name of the Child of Bethlehem, Jesus the Christ.
All reply
ORGAN POSTLUDE

Thanks be to God.

Toccata (from the 5th Symphony for Organ, Op. 42)
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CHARLES-MARIE WIDOR,

1844 - 1937

St Thomas’ Cathedral has been a place of Christian worship since 1718.
The Cathedral is the Mother Church of the Church of North India’s
Diocese of Mumbai.
Situated in the heart of the city, we are open through t he week (7 A.M. to 6 P.M.) ─
offering worshippers and visitors alike an oasis of peace and quiet.
Jesus said to Thomas, “Stop doubting and believe.”
Our hope and daily prayer is that all who come to see this beautiful Cathedral
and share in our worship may be strengthened in their faith.
Let us then like, Thomas, joyfully exclaim,
“My Lord and my God!” (John 20: 28)
Join us for fellowship in the porch after the Service.
PLEASE TAKE THIS SERVICE BOOKLET WITH YOU AND SHARE IT WITH A FRIEND.
FOR PRIVATE CIRCULATION ONLY.

For those worshipping in the Cathedral for the first time........
Get involved in the life of the Cathedral!
If you are considering making St Thomas’ your spiritual home, there’s much to get
involved in. Please introduce yourself to the Presbyter or any member of the
congregation at Coffee hour. Some of the activities here at the Cathedral are listed
below:

Sunday School

This is the children’s ministry of the Cathedral.
Sunday school meets every Sunday from 9 A.M. t0 10.30 A.M.
Children have supervised Bible studies, sing songs, and other fun
activities.
Get involved....by either enrolling your child or volunteering as a teacher.

Youth Fellowship

This youthful group (late teens to early 30s) has monthly gatherings.
Bible study, animated discussions (!) and the odd trek are some of their activities. They also visit homes for children and senior citizens.
Get involved ....by showing up at a Youth Fellowship meeting.

Women’s Fellowship The ladies of the congregation meet regularly.
for Christian Service They take part in activities ranging from arranging prayer fellowship
gatherings to overseeing practical arrangements in the life of the
Cathedral. Visiting homes for children and senior citizens and arranging
medical camps are some of the activities.
Get involved....by contacting a representative of the WFCS.

Make enquiries in the Vestry.
The Choir

The Cathedral choir sings through the liturgical year: Sunday by Sunday and
on Festival Services, the odd wedding and other special Services. The highlight is the musical offering during the Seasons of Passiontide & Easter and
Advent & Christmas.
Get involved....If you are musically inclined and can make a regular

commitment drop in for a rehearsal held every Sunday starting 10.45 A.M.
Children who enjoy singing are particularly welcome.
Prayer Fellowship

A small group from the Cathedral congregation meets to pray over the many
prayer requests made by worshippers and the many visitors to the Cathedral.
Contact the Presbyter, if you would like to join this group.

22

Prayer Requests & Announcements
We thank God for all Services and programmes this Christmastide. Specially pray for those who
do not enjoy the freedom to practice their faith and where it is difficult to be a Christian.
Pray for peace at our borders and cessation of violence in areas experiencing conflict in our
world. Pray for the peace of Jerusalem.
In the Cathedral community pray for all pupils who will be appearing for their board
examinations early next year. May God guide them as they plan for their higher education. Pray
for all senior citizens, specially remembering those who are house-bound. May they be assured
of God’s loving presence with them.
In our Diocese pray for the ministry of Bishop Prakash Patole and his family. Pray for all clergy
and their families and the diocesan office staff and their families.
Pray for growing ecumenical dialogue between the different church denominations in our
country. Pray for the Moderators and Synods of the Church of North India (CNI) and the Church
of South India (CSI) and the Mar Thoma Church. Pray for the work of the Communion of
Churches in India as they work towards greater ecumenical links between the CNI, CSI and Mar
Thoma Church. Pray for the worldwide Church. In the Anglican Communion pray for the office
bearers and staff of the Anglican Consultative Council. This is the body which facilitates the
co-operative work of the churches in the Anglican Communion.
~~~ Birthdays this week in the Cathedral congregation~~~

May God bless you abundantly.
Raina Michyari (25), Gayatri Khandwala Long (25), Anjali Isaacs (27), Viveka Truman (27),
John John (29), Reuben Baker (30), Suresh Patil (30), Feroza Byramji (30)
~~~ Wedding Anniversaries this week in the Cathedral congregation~~~

Be blessed with love, joy and companionship all the years of your life.
John & Manju John (27), Raj Kumar & Rita Joseph (27), Vijayan & Preeti Cheriyan (27),
Jeffry & Susan Fraser (28), Malcolm & Jaisy Desai (28), Sudhir & Priya David Deekollu (28),
Rajiv & Ruth Jadhav (28), Ernest & Pritam Knox (28), Helen & C. Relhinadhas (29),
Rahul & Roshni Jadhav (29), Revd. Avinash & Revd. Arpana Rangayya (29),
Paul & Violet Truman (29), Minal & Shilpa Pastala (30), David & Nalini Cyprian (30),
Allen & Rajathi Moses (30), Miriam & Vivek John (30), Gladston & Sunita Somervel (31)

300 glorious years of God’s faithfulness

T

onight we will remember, celebrate, and give thanks for the past.
We will listen, and pray, for the work of God in the present.
We will look ahead to the path God is setting before us for the years to come.
In doing all this we shall gather our stories, our prayers, our songs,
our reading of His word, into our celebration of Holy Communion.
We will remember his passion and death, celebrate his resurrection and ascension,
and look for the coming of his Kingdom..
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About the Cathedral
All cathedrals are churches but not all churches are cathedrals.......now, do you
know the difference?!
It was in the year 1676 that the foundations of this church were laid.
Unfortunately the work on the building stopped for lack of funds. It was only
thirty years later when a young dynamic priest, Revd Richard Cobbe, was
appointed as Chaplain that things started to move. Funds were raised and the
walls of this glorious church literally rose like the proverbial Phoenix!
The church was completed in the year 1718. The Mughals were still ruling, we are about 75
years younger than the Taj Mahal! America was still a colony of Britain and the French Revolution
would happen only 71 years later!
Now that really puts things in historical perspective!
However, it was only in 1816 that, Dr Middleton, the first Anglican Bishop of the East Indies
visited Bombay and dedicated and named this church after St Thomas the Apostle, who is said to
have brought the Gospel to India in 52 AD.
Finally, in the year 1837 the Diocese of Bombay was founded with Bishop Thomas Carr as the
first Bishop. St Thomas’ Church was elevated to a Cathedral, the Mother Church of the newly created
Diocese. This is where the Bishop of Bombay has his ‘Cathedra’ (Latin for seat).
St Thomas’ Cathedral is the spiritual home to its congregation who worship here Sunday after
Sunday and on Festival days. It is the regular worship that is the heart beat of this place.
The Cathedral is the fountainhead of the Cathedral & John Connon School, founded in the
year 1860 during the episcopacy of Bishop Harding. The early beginnings of the school were as a choir
school to provide choristers to the Cathedral.
Over the year many ‘greats’ have entered through the West doors of this Cathedral: King
George the Fifth and Queen Mary (for whom the Gateway of India was built) and in more recent
times the Most Revd Robert Runcie the 102nd Archbishop of Canterbury, Mother Teressa, Colin Powell
(a former US Secretary of State), Heads of State, Governors of Maharashtra; the Gospel singer,
Mahalia Jackson, who gave a concert in the Cathedral in the 1960s......to name a few.
What makes this House of God special is not the ‘greats’ who have walked in through its gates
but the many pilgrims who have found sustenance and succour within these hallowed walls for three
centuries. St Thomas’ Cathedral is a quiet oasis in the midst of a bustling commercial area.
Much like our patron, St Thomas the Apostle, whose doubt was turned to faith, it is our
prayer that all who visit this beautiful Cathedral may be so strengthened in their journey of faith.
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