Welcome
Please switch off all electronic devices
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A parish church for its congregation,
a mission church for the city
a mother church for the diocese.
A warm welcome to each and everyone of you to St Thomas’ Cathedral.
The Bishop of Bombay, the Cathedral Trustees, the Cathedral Presbyter,
the Tercentenary Committee and the Cathedral congregation
take this opportunity to thank you for your prayers and presence with us
as we give thanks to God for the completion of 300 years of the
Cathedral Church of St Thomas the Apostle.
In many ways the history of the Cathedral is parallel to that of our City.
St Thomas’ Cathedral was built when Bombay comprised of seven islands.
Today the Cathedral is surrounded by a bustling metropolis.
Where to from here?
A question which only time can answer. And why should we know the answer now!
This beautiful sanctuary has been a faith-home to many.
And that is what matters — now, and in the years to come.
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A service of thanksgiving
to mark the completion of

300 years of the building of

S t t h o m as ’ c ath e d r al
Established 1 7 1 8

on the

Feast Day of St Thomas the Apostle, Patron of India

Music before the Service
Pieces from the following selection will be played
before the Service commences.

Organ

D. Buxtehude, 1637 - 1707

Prelude and Fugue in D major, BuxWV 139

J. S. Bach, 1685 - 1750

Fugue in G Minor (‘The Little Fugue’), BWV 578

J. S. Bach

Prelude in G Major, BWV 568
String ensemble

Canon in D Major

Organ

Sonata No.3, Op. 65

Trumpet and organ

Fireworks Music

J. Pachelbel , 1653 - 1706
Felix Mendelssohn, 1809 - 1847
G. F. Handel, 1685 - 1759
Maurice Greene, 1695 - 1755

Trumpet tune

William Boyce, 1710 - 1779

Trumpet voluntary
Harp

Organ

Frances Crosby, 1820 - 1915
Phoebe Knapp, 1839 - 1908

Blessed Assurance Jesus is mine
How great Thou art

A Swedish folk tune

Bells

S. Slonimsky, b. 1932

Now thank we all our God

from Cantata No. 79

J.S. Bach

Jesu, joy of man’s desiring

from Cantata No. 147

J.S. Bach
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order of service
The Presbyter addresses the congregation from the West Door.

Peace be to this house and all who worship in it.
Peace be to those who enter and to those who go out from it.
Peace be to those who love it and who love the name of Christ our Lord.
All Amen.

The Preces
Words: The Book of Common Prayer
Music: John Sanders (1933 – 2003)

Cantor

O Lord, open Thou are lips.

Choir

And our mouth shall shew forth Thy praise.

Cantor

O God, make speed to save us.

Choir

O Lord make haste to help us.

Cantor

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son: and to the Holy Ghost.

Choir

As it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be:
World without end. Amen.

Cantor

Praise ye the Lord.

Choir

The Lord’s name be praised.

All stand as a fanfare is sounded.
During the singing of the hymn the processions enter.

The choir
The clergy of the Diocese of Bombay
The Cathedral Presbyter
Visiting Bishops

The Bishop of Bombay
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Hymn
All join in singing

3. The earth, with its store
Of wonders untold,
Almighty, Thy power
Hath founded of old;
Hath stablished it fast
By a changeless decree,
And round it hath cast,
Like a mantle, the sea.

2. O tell of his might
And sing of His grace,
Whose robe is the light,
Whose canopy space.
His chariots of wrath
The deep thunder-clouds form,
And dark is His path
On the wings of the storm.

4. O measureless Might,
Ineffable Love,
While Angels delight
To hymn Thee above,
Thy humbler creation,
Though feeble their lays,
With true adoration
Shall sing to Thy praise.
Text: Sir Robert Grant (1779 – 1838)
He served as Governor of Bombay from 1834 – 38
Music: William Croft (1678 – 1727)
Tune: hanover
Descant: Charles C. Velu (organist & choirmaster of this Cathedral from 1948 – 70)

The organ plays an interlude
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2. Elect from every nation,
Yet one o'er all the earth,
Her charter of salvation
One Lord, one Faith, one Birth;
One holy Name she blesses,
Partakes one holy Food,
And to one hope she presses
With every grace endued.

3. 'Mid toil and tribulation,
And tumult of her war,
She waits the consummation
Of peace for evermore;
Till with the vision glorious
Her longing eyes are blest,
And the great Church victorious
Shall be the Church at rest.
Text: S. J. Stone (1839 -1900)
Music: Samuel S. Wesley (1810 – 1876)
Tune: aurelia

Sit
The Presbyter

How awesome is this place.

All

This is none other than the house of God,
and this is the gate of heaven.

The Presbyter

I saw a ladder which rested on the ground
with its top reaching to heaven,
and the angels of God were going up and down it.

All

This is none other than the house of God,
and this is the gate of heaven.

The Presbyter

You will see greater things than this.
You will see heaven wide open,
and God’s angels ascending and descending upon the Son of Man.

All

This is none other than the house of God,
and this is the gate of heaven.
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The Presbyter

You are the temple of the living God,
And the Spirit of God dwells in you.
The temple of God is holy, and you are that temple.

All

This is none other than the house of God,
and this is the gate of heaven.

Lighting of the lamp
The Bishop

Let us pray.
Gracious God,
you have built your Church
on the foundations of the apostles and prophets,
with Christ Jesus himself the chief cornerstone.
Confirm and bless what we have done in your name
and prosper the work to which we have set our hands.
Give us grace to continue your work of creation
and by your inspiration make it acceptable in your sight;
Through Jesus Christ our Lord.
All Amen.

‘They Shall Mount Up With Wings of Eagles’
A first-hand account by the, Revd Richard Cobbe,
in his book, ‘Bombay Church — a True Account of the Building and Finishing
of the English Church at Bombay in the East Indies’
From the Preface to Cobbe’s book:

In the good ship, Katharine, we set sail by God’s permission on March 29, 1714. We arrived
at Bombay, Sept 21, 1714, St Matthew’s day.
I went on officiating in the duty of my function in the Fort, having only two upper rooms
which served us for a Chapel.
Whereupon I took the freedom on Sunday June 19, 1715, being the fifth Sunday after
Trinity, to recommend in a sermon preached on the occasion the building of a (new) Church.

Letter to the Chaplains at Fort St George, Madras:

Gentlemen, we are now, by God’s assistance, rebuilding our ruinous Church at Bombay,
and would beg the favour of your concurrence with us in promoting it what you can amongst the
gentlemen of Madras.

Reverend Sirs,
Your very humble servant,
and affectionate brother,
Richard Cobbe
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Letter to the Right Reverend Dr John Robinson, Lord Bishop of London

My Lord,
With earnest expectation have we waited hitherto your Lordship’s orders for the consecration of our new Church, which was begun 18 November 1715, and being now made ready and
fit for divine Service, is by the Honourable Charles Boone; our very worthy Governor, appointed
to be opened on Christmas-day.
We have prayers appointed every morning and evening, according to the use of the
Church of England.
My Lord,
Your Lordship’s most obedient servant,
Richard Cobbe
P.S. The Governor desires your Lordship would be pleased to give a name to our new Church.
Letter to Robert Adams ─ Chief of Calicut and Tellichery (Thalassery) Kerala

On Christmas Day, 1718, we proceeded from the Fort to the Church repeating the twentyfourth Psalm. The Church was decorated with palm branches and plantain trees, the pillars
adorned with wreaths of greens. A child was baptized, by the name of Susanna.
As to the Church itself, it is indeed a structure deservedly admired for its strength and
beauty, neatness and uniformity, but more specially for its echo.....with a large semi-dome at the
east end to receive the communion table, like that of St. Paul’s, London. It is big enough for a Cathedral.
Stand

Hymn
All join in singing
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2. Living stones, by God appointed
Each to his allotted place,
Kings and priests, by God anointed,
Shall ye not declare His grace?
Ye, a royal generation,
Tell the tidings of your birth,
Tidings of a new creation
To an old and weary earth.

3. Tell the praise of Him who called you
Out of darkness into light,
Broke the fetters that enthralled you,
Gave you freedom, peace and sight:
Tell the tale of sins forgiven,
Strength renewed and hope restored,
Till the earth, in tune with heaven,
Praise and magnify the Lord.
Words:Cyril Alington (1872 -1955)
Tune: hyfrydol
Music: Richard Huw Pritchard (1811 – 87)
Descant: Charles C. Velu
(Organist at St Thomas’ Cathedral from 1948 -70)

Sit

The Collect for Saint Thomas the Apostle,
Patron of India
Metropolitan of Diocese of Bombay (Orthodox Church)

Almighty God, who to Thy holy Apostle Saint Thomas our Patron didst reveal Thine incarnate Son
in His risen glory: Draw, we beseech Thee, the peoples of our land to know and confess Him as
their Lord and God, that coming to Thee by Him they may believe and have life in His name:
through the same Thy Son Jesus Christ our Lord and Saviour.
All Amen.

First Lesson
Genesis 28. 10 – 17
Jacob left Beer-sheba and went towards Haran. He came to a certain place and stayed there for
the night, because the sun had set. Taking one of the stones of the place, he put it under his head
and lay down in that place. And he dreamed that there was a ladder set up on the earth, the top
of it reaching to heaven; and the angels of God were ascending and descending on it. And the
Lord stood beside him and said, ‘I am the Lord, the God of Abraham your father and the God of
Isaac; the land on which you lie I will give to you and to your offspring; and your offspring shall be
like the dust of the earth, and you shall spread abroad to the west and to the east and to the
north and to the south; and all the families of the earth shall be blessed in you and in your
offspring. Know that I am with you and will keep you wherever you go, and will bring you back to
this land; for I will not leave you until I have done what I have promised you.’ Then Jacob woke
from his sleep and said, ‘Surely, the Lord is in this place — and I did not know it!’ And he was
afraid, and said, ‘How awesome is this place! This is none other than the house of God, and this is
the gate of heaven.’
Reader
All

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Motet

Sung by the choir

Locus iste a Deofactusest,
In aestimabile sacramentum,
Irreprehensibilis est.

This place was made by God,
a priceless mystery;
it is without reproof.
Words: Gradual Sentence for the
Dedication of a Church
Music: Anton Bruckner (1824 – 96)
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Prayers of Thanksgiving
Led by representatives of the Cathedral community.

For the Christian witness of St Thomas’ Cathedral
to the Diocese and the City of Mumbai throughout the centuries.
Let us bless the Lord.
All Thanks be to God.

For our benefactors
And all who have loved and served this holy place
Over the past three hundred years.
Let us bless the Lord.
All Thanks be to God.

For the Christ-centered visionary leadership and faithful zeal of:
Gerald Aungier (The second Governor of Bombay) who was influential in acquiring the land for
the building of St Thomas’
The Revd Richard Cobbe, the dynamic Chaplain who was almost single-handedly instrumental
in raising the necessary funds for the completion of the building of St Thomas’ and all
Chaplains and Presbyters of this church for their faithful service
The Rt Revd Thomas Carr, the first Bishop of Bombay and all his successors
Archdeacon William Kew Fletcher under whose leadership the ‘great renovation’ scheme was
undertaken to enlarge the original church building and turn it into a fine Cathedral.
For the skills of architects and builders, artists and craftsmen.
Let us bless the Lord.
All Thanks be to God.

For the music and liturgy offered in this place
And all who have worshipped God here
In the beauty of holiness.
Let us bless the Lord.
All Thanks be to God.

To the Lord our God who created all things
by whose will they were created and have their being,
to Him who alone is worthy to receive our gifts,
be all glory and thanksgiving.
Honour and power for ever and ever.
All Amen.
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Psalm 84
Chant: W. Havergall (1793 – 1870)

The choir sings the response.
All repeat.

O how amiable are Thy dwellings:
Thou Lord of hosts!
My soul hath a desire and longing to enter into the courts of the Lord:
My heart and my flesh rejoice in the living God.
Yea the sparrow hath found her an house
and the swallow a nest where she may lay her young:
even Thy altars O Lord of hosts my King and my God.
Blessèd are thy that dwell in Thy House:
They will be alway praising Thee.
Blessed is the man whose strength is in Thee:
In whose heart are Thy ways.
For one day in Thy courts:
Is better than a thousand.
I had rather be a door-keeper in the house of my God:
Than to dwell in the tents of ungodliness.
For the Lord God is a light and defence:
The Lord will give grace and worship and no good thing shall He
Withhold from them that live a godly life.
O Lord God of hosts:
Blessed is the man that putteth His trust in Thee.
Glory be to the Father and to the Son
And to the Holy Ghost.
As it was in the beginning is now
And ever shall be world without end. Amen.
All sing the response

Blessèd are they that dwell in Thy House;
They will alway be praising Thee.
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Second Lesson
1 Corinthians 3. 10 – 17
Read in Marathi

According to the grace of God given to me, like a skilled master builder I laid a foundation, and
someone else is building on it. Each builder must choose with care how to build on it. For no one
can lay any foundation other than the one that has been laid; that foundation is Jesus Christ.
Now if anyone builds on the foundation with gold, silver; precious stones, wood, hay, straw ─the
work of each builder will become visible, for the Day will disclose it, because it will be revealed
with fire, and the fire will test what sort of work each has done. If what has been built on the
foundation survives, the builder will receive a reward. If the work is burned, the builder will
suffer loss; the builder will be saved, but only as through fire. Do you not know that you are
God’s temple and that God’s Spirit dwells in you? If anyone destroys God’s temple and that
God’s Spirit dwells in you? If anyone destroys God’s temple, God will destroy that person. For
God’s temple is holy, and you are that temple.
Reader This is the Word of the Lord.
All
Thanks be to God.

Devotional Marathi Song
‘Sundara Deul Hridaya He Maze’ (My Heart ─ God’s Temple)
By Narayan Vaman Tilak, 1861 – 1919

Sung by the Church of the Holy Redeemer, Dadar

My heart is the only place worthy to be the Lord’s temple.
It keeps me pure and keeps impure thoughts and actions away from me.
The Holy Spirit tramples down all acts which are against God’s laws and stands firm to
teach the right rules to be followed by all people.
When my whole being is filled with the love of our Lord Jesus Christ this heart has
nothing to fear.
So may my heart be always beautiful and pure.
Narayan Vaman Tilak was an Indian Christian Marathi poet and hymn writer.In the 1950s the Marathi Hymnal
contained 254 of his hymns out of a total of almost 700. He adopted the native form of verse and metre while
composing hymns and poems in praise of the Lord Jesus Christ — referred to as the poetic style of the
Varkari Sampradaya of Maharashtra (part of the Bhakti Movement).The many songs he composed remain very
popular among Marathi- speaking Christians. These have also been translated and sung in other languages.

All stand.
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The Holy Gospel
St John 11. 7
After the Gospel has been announced,
All say Glory be to Thee, O Lord

THOMAS, one of the twelve, called Didymus, was not with them when Jesus came. The other
disciples therefore said unto him, we have seen the Lord. But he said unto them, Except I
shall see in his hands the print of the nails, and put my finger into the print of the nails, and
thrust my hand into his side, I will not believe. And after eight days again his disciples were
within, and Thomas with them: then came Jesus, the doors being shut, and stood in the
midst, and said, Peace be unto you. Then saith he to Thomas, Reach hither thy finger, and
behold my hands; and reach hither thy hand, and thrust it into my side; and be not faithless,
but believing. And Thomas answered and said unto him, My Lord, and my God. Jesus saith
unto him, Thomas, because thou hast seen me, thou hast believed; blessed are they that
have not seen, and yet have believed. And many other signs truly did Jesus in the presence
of his disciples, which are not written in this book. But these are written, that ye might
believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God; and that believing ye might have life through
his name.
Gospeller This is the Gospel of Christ,
All
Praise be to Thee, O Christ

The Acclamation
All sing

O for a thousand tongues to sing
My great Redeemer’s praise,
The glories of my God and King,
The triumphs of His grace. (3)

Words: Charles Wesley, 1707 - 1788
Music: Thomas Jarman, 1776 -1861
Tune: lyngham

All sit

Prayers of Intercession
The risen Christ is here in the midst of us.
We bring our prayers to Him as Lord of the Church.
For the Church universal,
of which this building is a visible symbol.
For all Church leaders especially: Prem Chand Singh our Moderator; Thomas, Moderator of
the Church of South India; Joseph Mar Thoma, Metropolitan of the Mar Thoma Church;
Prakash our Bishop and Avinash our Presbyter.
All Lord, receive our thanks and prayer.
For this congregation,
as we remember your promise
that when two or three are gathered in your name
you are there in the midst of them.
All Lord, receive our thanks and prayer.
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For the fulfilling of our desires and petitions
as you see best for us.
All Lord, receive our thanks and prayer.
For your blessings in the past
and for a vision for the future.
All Lord, receive our thanks and prayer.
For the gift of the Holy Spirit
and new life in baptism.
All Lord, receive our thanks and prayer.
For the pardon of our sins
when we fall short of your glory.
All Lord, receive our thanks and prayer.
For a foretaste of your eternal Kingdom
in the sacrament of the Eucharist.
All Lord, receive our thanks and prayer.
For the blessing of our vows
and the crowning of our years with your goodness.
All Lord, receive our thanks and prayer.
For the faith of those who have gone before us
and for grace to persevere like them.
All Lord, receive our thanks and prayer.
For the benefactors of this place
who have died in the peace of Christ and are at rest.
All Lord, receive our thanks and prayer.
For the sense of our fellowship
with Saint Thomas our patron and all your saints.
All Lord, receive our thanks and prayer.
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Now, as Jesus himself taught us, so we pray:
Our Father, who art in heaven,
Hallowèd be Thy name;
Thy Kingdom come;
Thy will be done;
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation;
but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the Kingdom,
the power, and the glory,
for ever and ever.
Amen.
Sung to a setting by Albert Hay Malotte, 1895 – 1964

Sermon
given by
The Right Reverend Silvans S. Christian, the Bishop of Gujarat

Anthem
Choir

This piece has been especially written for the
congregation and choir of St Thomas’ Cathedral
on the occasion of the Cathedral’s tercentenary.
Lord we love the place where your glory abides.
May your Kingdom come, O God,
with deliverance for the needy,
with peace for the righteous,
with overflowing blessing for all the nations,
with glory, honour and praise
for you, oh God, our God.
Lord we love the place where your glory abides.
Amen.
Words: from Psalm 26;
an adaptation from the prayer at the end of Psalm 72
in the Church of England’s ‘Common Worship, Daily Prayer’
Compiled by Dame Mary Tanner (b. 1938)
Music: Christopher Gower (b. 1939
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Hymn
All stand and sing

2. Save us from weak resignation
to the evils we deplore;
let the gift of thy salvation
be our glory evermore.
Grant us wisdom, grant us courage,
serving thee whom we adore,
serving thee whom we adore.
Word: Harry Emerson Fosdick (1878 -1969)
Music: John Hughes (1873 -1932)
Tune: CWM RHONDDA
Descant: Malcolm Archer (b. 1952)

Prayers of Dedication
Led by the Bishop

In this House of God and at this gate of heaven, following in the footsteps of Saint Thomas, we
worship our heavenly Father; teach the good news of Christ, and endue pilgrim and visitor,
faithful and hesitant, with the gifts of the Holy Spirit. Mindful always of our shortcomings, we
give thanks for the inheritance of three hundred years of duty and service and commit ourselves
to bring about God’s kingdom of justice, love and peace with our fellow pilgrims in city, diocese,
nation and world.
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While seated, all sing

The word, ‘Saranam’ means ‘refuge’.
The Cathedral has been a sanctuary and a source of refuge for generations of pilgrims and visitors.

All say

Heavenly Father,
we thank you for calling us to be your servants.
Help us gladly to respond to your call
and to obey your will.
Make us ready for every demand
you make upon our lives,
that we may serve you faithfully
and show forth your love to the world
through the mission and ministry in which we are engaged.
We ask this through Christ our Lord.
Amen .
All sing
Yesterday, today, for e’er the same,
Lo the heritage of all who bear His name
To ransom them from sin the Saviour came:
Saranam, Saranam, Saranam
Refrain

Jesus, Saviour, Lord, lo to Thee I fly:
Saranam, Saranam, Saranam.
Thou the Rock, my Refuge that’s higher than I:
Saranam, Saranam, Saranam.

Words: Psalm 61
Tranlsated by D. T. Niles
Music: Punjabi devotional song
(arr Shanti Rasanayagam, 1962)
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The Auxiliary Bishop of the Roman Catholic Archdiocese of Bombay

O God of unchangeable power and eternal light,
look favourably on your whole Church,
that wonderful and sacred mystery,
and by the tranquil operation of your perpetual providence
carry out the work of our salvation:
and let the whole world feel and see
that things which are cast down are being raised up
and things which had grown old are being made new
and that all things are returning to perfection
through Him from whom they took their origin,
even Jesus Christ our Lord.
All Amen.

Anthem
Choir
All stand

Hallelujah!
For the Lord God Omnipotent reigneth.
The kingdom of this world
Is become the Kingdom of our Lord,
And of His Christ;
And He shall reign for ever and ever,
King of kings, and Lord of lords.
Words: The Book of Revelation
Music: From, ‘Messiah’ G. F. Handel, 1685 -1759

The Blessing

given by The Bishop of Bombay

May God the Father
from whom every family in earth and heaven receives its name
draw you to Himself.
All Amen.
May God the Son who calls you to His service
Gladden your hearts to sing His praise.
All Amen.
May God the Holy Spirit
Build you up into a living temple to His glory.
All Amen.

And the blessing of God almighty,
The Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit,
Be amongst you and remain with you always.
All Amen.
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The choir sings

The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord lift His countenance upon you,
and give you peace.
The Lord make his face to shine upon you,
and be gracious;
the Lord be gracious unto you.
Amen.
Words: The Book of Numbers 6. 24 – 26
Music: Peter Lutkin, 1858 – 1931

Hymn
All stand and sing

2. O may this bounteous God
Through all our life be near us,
With ever joyful hearts
And blessèd peace to cheer us;
To keep us in His grace,
And guide us when perplexed,
And free us from all ills
In this world and the next.

3. All praise and thanks to God
The Father now be given,
The Son and Him who reigns
With them in highest heaven
The One eternal God,
Whom heaven and earth adore;
For thus it was, is now,
And shall be evermore. Amen.
Words: M. Rinkart, 1586 -1649
Music: J. Crüger, 1598 – 1662
Decant: Joshua Anand Slater
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The organ plays an interlude.

3. Thou art giving and forgiving,
Ever blessing, ever blest,
Well-spring of the joy of living,
Ocean-depth of happy rest!
Thou the Father, Christ our Brother,
All who live in love are Thine:
Teach us how to love each other,
Lift us to the joy divine.

2. All Thy works with joy surround Thee,
Earth and heav’n reflect Thy rays,
Stars and angels sing around Thee,
Centre of unbroken praise.
Field and forest, vale and mountain,
Flow’ry meadow, flashing sea,
Chanting bird and flowing fountain
Call us to rejoice in Thee.

4. Mortals join the mighty chorus,
Which the morning stars began;
Father love is reigning o’er us,
Brother love binds man to man.
Ever singing, march we onward,
Victors in the midst of strife;
Joyful music lifts us sunward
In the triumph song of life.
Text: Henry Van Dyke , 1852 -1933
Music: Ludwig von Beethoven, 1770 -1827
Tune: Ode to Joy
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During the singing of the hymn the processions make their way to the West Door.

Diocesan Clergy

Visiting Bishops
The Cathedral Presbyter
The Bishop of Bombay
The choir

Postlude
Marche Triomphale on Nun Danket Alle Gott, Op. 65
Trumpet& Organ

The Prince of Denmark’s March
Trumpet Tune

Sigfrid Karg-Elert, 1877 - 1933
Jeremiah Clarke, 1674 - 1707
Henry Purcell, 1659 - 1695

Improvisation on the hymn tune, Cwm Rhondda

Paul Manz, 1919 - 2009

Participating in the Service
The Bishop of Mumbai, the Rt Revd Prakash D Patole
The Bishop of Gujarat, the Rt Revd Silvans S. Christian
The Metropolitan ,H.G Geevarghese Mar Coorilos (Orthodox Church )
The Auxiliary Bishop of the Roman Catholic Archdiocese of Bombay, Bishop Savio Fernandes
The Revd Avinash T. Rangayya, the Presbyter-n-Charge of St Thomas’ Cathedral
The Cathedral Servers’ Guild & Lay readers
The clergy of the Diocese of Bombay
The Cathedral Festival Chorus (the Cathedral choir with guest singers)
Joshua Anand Slater, conductor-in-residence
Ravi Paul Joshua, organist & choirmaster, St Thomas’ Cathedral

Instrumentalists:
Rehan Chagla, Nyra Jain, Vibhav, Samiksha Kasyap (violin)
The Revd Markus Lesinski (trumpet)
Meagan Pandian (harp)
Ushers from the Cathedral congregation
Special thanks to:

▪ The Dean and Chapter (in particular the Reverend Canon Michael Hampel, Precentor) of St Paul’s
Cathedral, London for sharing with us the Order of Service of their tercentenary (2011).
▪ Dame Mary Tanner for compiling the words of the anthem, ‘Lord, We Love the Place’.
▪ Mr. Christopher Gower (former Organist & Master of the Choristers of Peterborough
Cathedral) for composing the music for the anthem, ‘Lord, We Love the Place’.
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About the Cathedral
All cathedral are churches but not all churches are cathedrals.......now, do you know the
difference?!
It was in the year 1676 that the foundations of this church were laid. Unfortunately the work
on the building stopped for lack of funds. It was only thirty years later when a young dynamic
priest, Revd Richard Cobbe, was appointed as Chaplain that things started to move. Funds
were raised and the walls of this glorious church literally rose like the proverbial Phoenix!
The church was completed in the year 1718. The Mughals were still ruling, we are about 75
years younger than the Taj Mahal! America was still a colony of Britain and the French
Revolution would happen only 71 years later!
Now that really puts things in historical perspective!
However, it was only in 1816 that, Dr Middleton, the first Anglican Bishop of the East Indies
visited Bombay and dedicated and named this church after St Thomas the Apostle, who is said
to have brought the Gospel to India in 52 AD.
Finally, in the year 1837 the Diocese of Bombay was founded with Bishop Thomas Carr as the
first Bishop. St Thomas’ Church was elevated to a Cathedral, the Mother Church of the newly
created Diocese. This is where the Bishop of Bombay has his ‘Cathedra’ (Latin for seat).
St Thomas’ Cathedral is the spiritual home to its congregation who worship here Sunday after
Sunday and on Festival days. It is the regular worship that is the heart beat of this place.
The Cathedral is the fountainhead of the Cathedral & John Connon School, founded in the year
1860 during the episcopacy of Bishop Harding. The early beginnings of the school were as a
choir school to provide choristers to the Cathedral.
Over the year many ‘greats’ have entered through the West doors of this Cathedral: King
George the Fifth and Queen Mary (for whom the Gateway of India was built) and in more
recent times the Most Revd Robert Runcie the 102nd Archbishop of Canterbury, Mother
Teressa, Colin Powell ( a former US Secretary of State), Heads of State, Governors of
Maharashtra; the Gospel singer, Mahalia Jackson, who gave a concert in the Cathedral in the
1960s......to name a few.
What makes this House of God special is not the ‘greats’ who have walked in through its gates
but the many pilgrims who have found sustenance and succour within these hallowed walls for
three centuries.
St Thomas’ Cathedral is a quiet oasis in the midst of a bustling commercial area.
Much like our patron whose doubt was turned to faith it is our prayer that all who visit this
beautiful Cathedral may be strengthened in their journey of faith.
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A Prayer for St Thomas’ Day
O Lord who is the creator of all, God of heavenly hosts,
King of kings and Lord of lords, in whose Lordship, there is no end,
bestow Your Holy Church with the divine gifts,
who glorified her through Prophets and Apostles
who preached the word of truth,
who honoured Thomas, Your Apostle,
You are worthy of praise and thanksgiving
with Your Father and Your Holy Spirit now and for ever.
Lord God, help us with your cross,
forgive our transgressions,
bestow us with the goodness of Your divine gifts.
Remember your Holy Church,
Increase Your divine peace in our Church.
We ascribe praise and thanksgiving to
You and Your Father and to the Holy Spirit now and forever.
Amen.
(Prayer for St Thomas’ Day used in the liturgy of the Mar Thoma Church)
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